
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Student Congress – 93rd Session 

 
Minutes of the Full Student Congress 
Tuesday, August 30, 2011 – 7:30pm 

Gardner Hall – Room 309 
Minutes by Connor Brady, Principal Clerk 

 
Call to Order 
Speaker Zachary De La Rosa called the meeting of full Congress to order at 7:36p. 
 
Meeting Attendance 
The following members of Congress were present at the calling of the roll: Jocelyn Burney, 
Jacqueline Chapman, Paige Comparato, Sam Diamant, Kristian Doty, Austin Gilmore, Shrija 
Ghosh, Kyle Hall, David Hamrick, Lisa Heimbach, Charlie Hiser, Adam J. Horowitz, Lex 
Jordan-Ibegbu, Leah Josephson, Jacob Maready, Anya McDermott, Martin Moore, Jacob Morse, 
Nishma Patel, Alex Pirro, Marc Seelinger, Greg Steele, Nathan Westmoreland, Zachary De La 
Rosa (Speaker).  
 
The following members of Congress entered after the calling of the roll: Jared Simmons. 
 
The following members of Congress were absent: Jeff Byron, David Cretella, Anthony Diercks, 
Kristen Johnson, Oren Mechanic, Sebastian Posada, Evan Ross, Ryan Splain, Max Szymczyk, 
Chris Woodward. 
 
Approval of Minutes of April 26, 2011 
Chairperson Horowitz moved to approve the minutes of the meeting of the full Congress held on 
April 26, 2011. The motion was seconded by Chairperson Heimbach and passed without 
objection. 
 
Reports of the Officers of Congress 
 
Speaker’s Report 
Speaker De La Rosa welcomed members back to Chapel Hill and Student Congress. He stated 
his belief that a great semester was in store – and that several committee meetings had been held 
already, including a Finance Committee meeting in the previous hour. He encouraged members 
to visit congress.unc.edu/money to see copies of funding requests. 
 
Speaker Pro Tempore’s Report 
Speaker Pro-Tempore Kristen Johnson was absent. 
  
Finance Committee Chairperson’s Report 
Chairperson Simmons was not present for the calling of the roll, but Speaker De La Rosa 
informed the body that he would be in attendance later. 
 
Rules and Judiciary Committee Chairperson’s Report 
Vice Chairperson Comparato spoke on behalf of the Rules and Judiciary Committee. The R&J 
Committee passed two resolutions – one to approve Shruthi Sundaram as Board of Elections 
Chairperson and the other to approve Elizabeth Merritt as a Clerk for Student Congress. The 



committee tabled two bills – Title I and IV bills – and will be discussing them at their next 
meeting. 
 
Ethics Committee Chairperson’s Report 
Chairperson Heimbach welcomed members back to Congress. She stated that members must 
satisfy their ethics requirements as outlined in the code. The deadline for this is within the next 
week if you have not already complied. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach noted that providing proof of districts is required within six weeks to 
show that members live in the districts that they were elected to. For undergraduate students, a 
lease or university document must be provided, for graduates, a university document stating their 
current department. Members not living in the district in which they were elected, the Speaker 
must be notified within the week and four weeks are provided to get into compliance. 
 
Two unexcused absences per session are allowed – but the leadership should be informed when 
you will be missing Congress. The Student Code states that missing more than 15 minutes of a 
meeting is considered an absence. 
 
Oversight Committee Chairperson’s Report 
Chairperson Horowitz welcomed members back to Congress. He informed the body that the first 
Oversight Committee meeting was held in the previous week and it served as an informational 
session for members. Members also chose student fees that they would like to oversee and study 
and formed pairs to work with on them. 
 
Receipt of Petitions and Messages 
Student Body Vice President Zealan Hoover spoke regarding the upcoming external appointment 
application process. He encouraged members of Congress to apply.  
 
He spoke briefly regarding the recent discussions of Psalm 100 – he noted that this affects 
Congress and the Executive Branch. President Cooper has asked the Solicitor General to prepare 
a recommendation and the Executive Branch will decide how to move further.  
 
Special Orders 
 
Motion to Re-Order the Agenda As Necessary 
Speaker De La Rosa asked for consent to re-order the agenda as necessary as appointments and 
organization representatives requesting funding arrived. No objections were heard. 
 
Motion to Suspend the Rules to add Finance Bills to the General Orders Agenda 
Speaker De La Rosa asked for consent to suspend the rules to add the legislation from the 
Finance Committee meeting held on August 30, 2011 to the General Orders agenda. No 
objections were heard and the legislation was added to the evening agenda. 
 
Consent Calendar 
 
SCR-93-033 –Clerks of Student Congress 
Chairperson Horowitz made a motion, seconded by Vice Chairperson Comparato, to approve 
SCR-93-033. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote of Congress. Speaker De La Rosa 
abstained, courteously. 
 



SCB-93-036 – Special Libraries Association 
Chairperson Simmons moved, with a second from Representative Hiser, to approve SCB-93-036. 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote of Congress. Representative Chapman abstained. 
Speaker De La Rosa abstained, courteously. 
 
SCB-93-037 – Building Bonds Breaking B.A.R.S 
Representative Hiser moved, with a second from Chairperson Heimbach, to approve SCB-93-
037. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote of Congress. Speaker De La Rosa abstained, 
courteously. 
 
SCB-93-039 – UNC MANO 
Representative Hiser made a motion, seconded by Chairperson Heimbach, to approve SCB-93-
038. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote of Congress. Speaker De La Rosa abstained, 
courteously. 
 
SCR-93-032 – Board of Elections Chairperson 
Shruthi Sundaram introduced herself as President Cooper’s selection for Board of Election 
Chairperson. She stated that she was approved by Summer Congress and has been on the Board 
of Elections since her first year at Carolina.  
 
Chairperson Horowitz, with a second from Chairperson Heimbach, moved the previous question. 
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote of Congress. Speaker De La Rosa abstained, 
courteously. 
 
Recess 
Speaker De La Rosa, without objection, recessed Student Congress at 7:51pm, to reconvene at 
7:54pm. 
 
Reconvene 
The Student Congress meeting reconvened at 7:55p. 
 
SCB-93-038 – A Drink for Tomorrow 
Tirza Calderon, President of A Drink for Tomorrow, introduced her organization as a brand new 
one on campus that had just received recognition in March 2011. Their purpose is to raise money 
and awareness for building clean water projects in third world countries. 
 
Chairperson Simmons stated that this request took significant cuts and he had met with the 
organization for 3-4 hours over the previous weekend.  
 
Chairperson Heimbach stated that she voted against this request in Finance Committee because 
of a request for $2250 to send 10 students to a conference. The request was cut to $450 for two 
students to attend or partially fund – but she stated that she felt that this was not a good use of 
student funds and not representative of the entire student body. She stated her concern that this 
would only benefit the students attending and not UNC as a whole. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach moved to strike dues and fees to $0. The motion was seconded.  
 
Representative Chapman stated that she was the person that moved to bring dues and fees back 
to $450. She stated that she felt this would help students in attendance learn and show their cause 
on campus. 



 
Representative Gilmore called the previous question. The call was sustained. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach’s motion to strike dues and fees to $0 FAILED TO PASS with 
Representatives Seelinger, Hall, Westmoreland, Gilmore, Heimbach, Maready, Ibegbu, and 
McDermott voting in favor, Representatives Moore, Hiser, Morse, Diamant, Ghosh, Josephson, 
Comparato, Horowitz, Simmons, Patel, Doty, Chapman, Hamrick, Burney, Steele, and Pirro 
voting against, and Speaker De La Rosa abstaining, courteously. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz questioned the request for $250 in funding for printing and publicity, 
stating he felt that this was more than he saw necessary.  
 
Ms. Calderon stated that this would be for banners, flyers, and posters – being a new group they 
don’t already have them. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach moved to amend the legislation to change printing and publicity from 
$250 to $50.  
 
Chairperson Horowitz stated that while he hates to do this to a new group, he agrees with 
Chairperson Heimbach that most groups don’t ask for banners to be funded. 
 
Representative Jordan-Ibegbu stated that giving out flyers can be expensive. 
 
Representative Josephson stated that posters could cost them less to make. 
 
Representative Comparato asked if the group had any fundraising plans. 
 
Ms. Calderon stated that the group did plan to fundraise frequently throughout the semester and 
use the materials purchased in multiple ways. 
 
Chairperson Simmons stated that while most groups don’t get funded to make banners, as a new 
group, raising money can be difficult. He offered a friendly amendment to Chairperson 
Heimbach to change publicity from $250 to $150. Chairperson Heimbach accepted the friendly 
amendment. 
 
Representative Jordan-Ibegbu asked a question about lodging. Speaker De La Rosa ruled this out 
of order as the current discussion regarded printing and publicity. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz stated that Student Body President candidates have old a-frames in 
storage, and most will simply give them away. He encouraged them to ask around for donations 
of a-frames. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach called the previous question. The call was sustained. By a voice vote of 
Congress, SCB-93-038 was amended to change printing and publicity from $250 to $150. 
 
Representative Jordan-Ibegbu asked why funds for lodging were being requested. Chairperson 
Simmons stated that this was for a speaker that would be attending an event for the group and the 
travel costs are estimates from Southwest Airlines. 
 



Representative Burney asked what is involved in production fees. Chairperson Simons answered 
that this was for rental of the Great Hall for lighting and sound.– What is involved in production 
fees? 
 
Chairperson Horowitz moved the previous question. The call was sustained. SCB-93-038 was 
passed by a voice vote of full Congress, with Speaker De La Rosa abstaining, courteously. 
 
SCB-93-040 – College Republicans 
Chairperson Simmons stated that this was a request heard today by the Finance Committee to 
bring a speaker, Ann Coulter, to campus. The request is large because College Republicans did 
not ask during annual budget for funding. 
 
Vice Chairperson Steele stated that there were no generated funds when the request was 
submitted, but was confident that his organization could raise the rest of the money that is not 
being received in the request. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz asked if the $20,000 request was all for one speaker. Vice Chairperson 
Steele stated that this was for production fees and the speaker’s fee. 
 
Representative Morse asked if College Republicans request funding per event or during the 
annual budget process. Vice Chairperson Steele stated that they decided not to request during 
annual budget, and since this was such a large request they did not expect to ask for any further 
funding. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz asked if any other groups had been asked to co-sponsor. Vice Chairperson 
Steele answered that if anyone had recommendations to send them in his direction. 
 
Representative Josephson asked where the event was planned and the capacity of the space. Vice 
Chairperson Steele stated the event was planned for the Great Hall with a capacity of 550. 
Representative Josephson stated that this was approximately $40 per person. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz stated that he is not the against the idea, but it bothers him that this much 
money can be paid for one event when other groups can use this much money for multiple 
events. 
 
Representative Diamant asked about the ability to fill the Great Hall and asked who would 
attend. Vice Chairperson Steele said that they would paint a cube, put up posters and flyers, and 
hold a book signing beforehand. 
 
Representative McDermott asked if students would get tickets ahead of time through the ticket 
office. Vice Chairperson Steele stated that tickets would be free, which would help appeal to 
students. 
 
Chairperson Steele stated that tickets have to be free since they are funded by fees. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz asked why the event would be scheduled on a Tuesday which would 
prevent members of Congress from attending.  
 
Speaker De La Rosa stated that he expects all members of Congress to be in attendance at 
Congress meetings that evening.  



Representative Josephson asked if other venues had been explored. Vice Chairperson Steele 
answered that they had been fundraising for Dick Cheney but that fell through so this is more of 
a last-minute switch. 
 
Chairperson Simmons noted that Memorial Hall can be more expensive based on the amount of 
notice before the event is held. 
 
Representative Diamant asked if there was a rule that stated funding had to be equal between 
political groups on campus. Speaker De La Rosa answered that there is no such rule. 
 
Representative Moore compared the capacity of Memorial vs. the Great Hall. Vice Chairperson 
Steele said that they were working on the possibility of an overflow room if necessary. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz asked if the College Republicans had been having trouble collecting 
membership fees. Vice Chairperson Steele stated that after the first meeting had been held, they 
are not concerned. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach moves to a period of voting. Representative Gilmore objects. Speaker De 
La Rosa ruled that those in the negative carried the motion. Debate continued. 
 
Representative Gilmore moved to amend the legislation to remove $10,000 from speaker fees to 
a total of $5000. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz asked if Representative Gilmore would accept a friendly amendment to 
his motion to put $10,000 into fundraising so the money would be provided, but would have to 
be paid back. Representative Gilmore accepted the friendly amendment. 
 
Representative Hamrick asked about the feasibility of College Republicans paying this money 
back to Student Government. Vice Chairperson Steele stated that he knew that it would not be 
feasibly by September 20. 
 
Chairperson Simmons stated that he and Vice Chairperson Steele had spoken regarding the 
request and the possibility of moving the event, tabling the legislation, and perhaps find more 
money. He felt that this would be a compromise. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz stated that the biggest issue is that this is the cost for one speaker and 
asked the possibility of moving the event. Vice Chairperson Steele stated that Ms. Coulter gives 
her availability – they work with that. 
 
Representative Moore stated that $5000 seems like a small amount to give for the event. 
 
Representative Josephson stated that historically, $20,000 is a drop in the bucket, but this is not 
usually given to a single speaker. 
 
Representative Gilmore stated that he had no problem that Ann Coulter was coming to campus, 
but is hesitant to allocate this much to a single speaker. 
 
Representative Morse stated that the cost per individual was his problem – and that plenty of 
non-students attended the Karl Rove event, which student fees paid for. 
 



 
Representative Comparato asked if non-students could be charged to attend the event. 
Chairperson Simmons stated that members of the public can pay a fee as part of the fundraising 
category. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach made a point of order that money was just appropriated for students to 
attend a conference and stated she didn’t want Congress to get hung up on this request. 
 
Representative Chapman stated that she felt student groups that can encourage big name 
speakers to come to campus should be encouraged by Congress. 
 
Vice Chairperson Steele stated that since this is such a large request he did not expect College 
Republicans to return to ask for more money. 
 
Jon Curtis made a point of information that tickets can go on sale to students before going on 
sale to the general public. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz stated that he felt it was a great thing to bring a speaker to campus but was 
concerned that this much money was going to pay for it. Fundraising money keeps the overall 
cost down to students. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz moved the previous question to amend speaker fees from $15000 to 
$5000 and place $15000 into the fundraising category. The call was sustained. 
 
The amendment passed 10-6, with Representatives Doty, Burney, Pirro, Seelinger, Hall, Steele, 
and Speaker De La Rosa abstaining. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz moved to approve SCB-93-040 as amended. The motion was seconded by 
Representative Hamrick and passed with Representatives Moore, Josephson, and Hamrick voting 
against it and Representatives Doty, Burney, Pirro, Seelinger, Hall, Steele, and Speaker De La 
Rosa abstaining. 
 
SCR-93-023 – GPSF Appointee to Legal Services Board 
Speaker De La Rosa suspended the rules to include this legislation on the agenda.  
 
Judd Williamson introduced himself as law student wanting to be more involved and assist 
students. 
 
Chairperson Simmons asked what law Mr. Williamson studied. Mr. Williamson answered his 
study was pretty general at this time. 
 
Chairperson Heimbach asked if there were any plans on what Mr. Williamson would like to see 
done. Mr. Williamson stated he had always been appreciative of the efforts of Legal Services and 
wanted to interact in a new way. 
 
Chairperson Horowitz complimented what he called a “majestic beard” on Mr. Williamson and 
asked if he had ever completed an internship with a law firm. Mr. Williamson stated that he had 
interned with the dean of the law school. 
 



Chairperson Horowitz moved the previous question. The call was sustained. SCR-93-023 was 
approved by a unanimous vote of Congress. Speaker De La Rosa abstained, courteously. 
 
Unfavorable Calendar 
There were no items on the unfavorable calendar. 
 
Announcements 
The executive branch website has been re-vamped, and now includes an application for various 
boards through external appointment. Speaker De La Rosa asked members to consider applying 
for these appointments. 
 
Members should stay after Congress for a few minutes to get their pictures taken for the 
Congress website. 
 
Speaker De La Rosa reminded members to attend next week’s committee meetings on Tuesday, 
except R&J and Oversight which will likely be held on Thursday. 
 
Chairperson Simmons asked members to consider applying for the appointment to the Yackety 
Yack Board of Directors. 
 
Speaker De La Rosa stated that his office hours would be on Wednesdays and Fridays from 2:00-
5:00pm. 
 
Adjournment 
Chairperson Horowitz moved to adjourn the meeting. Representative Hiser seconded the motion, 
and following a roll call vote, the meeting of full Congress adjourned at 9:12p. 


