crdaily.com

carolinareview.org

Carolina Review

Dear Readers
Welcome, Freshman, and welcome back to all returning Tar Heels! For those
beginning their journey here, welcome to four of the best years of your life- four years of
studying with the some of the greatest minds on the planet, four years of befriending the
most interesting people you will ever meet, and four years of joining and leading some of
the most active clubs in the country. Welcome to four years that will change the way you
view the world, for better and for worse. Welcome to Chapel Hill, our home.
Over the course of your time here, we at the Review hope that you come to love
this place as we love it. We hope that you make many memories, continue our Tar Heel
traditions, and get involved in the life of our campus. We hope that you make every moment count and leave here prepared for a full and successful life.
We also hope that you prepare yourself to defend your values and ideals from the
many liberals here who will seek to convince you that the principles that define you are
worth nothing. Your professors will claim to be champions of objectivity, but at every turn,
they will attack any view of morality, politics, or society that varies from their own. Your
values, and your identity, will be under constant attack from those around you. The liberals
on this campus will succeed in forcing you to question why you believe what you do, but
fear not.
The doubt they instill in your mind will be crucial in your growth as a conservative here. Because of it, you will be forced to research your beliefs and construct sound
arguments to defend them, leaving you as a stronger and better informed conservative
than when you first stepped foot on this campus. With the right information, such as the
fantastic articles our writers at the Review churn out monthly, and a whole lot of courage,
you will leave this campus armed with the ability to defend your values, no matter the situation.
In this issue, the Staff at the Carolina Review will give you the guidance we wish
we had as freshmen. So, without further ado, welcome to Carolina and I hope you enjoy
this year’s first issue of the Carolina Review.

Contact Us

Lux Libertas,
Frank Pray
Editor-In-Chief
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Donations & Subscriptions
To become a subscriber to Carolina Review, give a gift, or change
your subscription address, contact us at carolinareview@unc.edu.
Permanent Address
Carolina Review
282 Frank Porter Graham Student Union
UNC-CH Campus Box 5210
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599-5210
Letters to the Editor
Carolina Review welcomes your comments, criticisms, and suggestions. Letters to the Editor should be submitted via email to
carolinareview@unc.edu or mailed to our permanent address.
Carolina Review reserves the right to edit letters for length,
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clarity, and vulgarity. Please keep letters to the editor below 300
words. Not all letters will be printed. Include your name, year in
school, major, and hometown. Professors should include their
department.
Join the Staff
Carolina Review always needs new writers, photographers, and
layout personnel. Please contact Carolina Review at carolinare-

and how you can become a part of the Review. The Review is
also looking for advertising salesmen. Contact Jonathan Tugman
at jtugman@unc.edu for details.
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Cheers and JJeers
Although the Carolina Review seeks to serve the Carolina community, our articles are occasionally
republished by various prominent news organizations to a national audience. Already this year, we
have had on of our new freshman writers get picked up by a national news organization:
Staff writer Alex Montgomery had one article featured on the Campus Caller, the collegiate edition
of the Daily Caller. The article was entitled On Economic Patriotism and detailed how the tax code is
causing harm to our nation. It was featured in the September 12, 2014 Edition of the Campus Caller.
In addition, we have had the privilege of elevating multiple members of our staff to leadership roles
within the Carolina Review. We would like to congratulate Jackson Valentine on his appointment
as Associate Editor and Alex Thomas for his appointment as Content and Visual Media Editor. We
would also like to welcome back Lea Palmer to her previous role as CRDaily Editor.
Finally, we would like to extend a heartfelt welcome to the newest members of the Review family.
Richard Wheeler, Alex Montgomery, Colin Russel, Daniel Sifredo, Catherine Wellen and Anna
Dallara will all be joining us this year as our Freshmen Staff Writers. We look forward to a great year
together.
As you can see, the Carolina Review continues into this academic year as UNC’s preeminent
conservative journal. With an impressive new bench of freshmen writers and fantastic new blood
in leadership positions, we look forward to a year of exponential growth. Pretty impressive, coming
from such a liberal school.
Cheers Y’all,
Frank Pray
Editor-In-Chief
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“Those who don’t know history are “Extremism in the defense of liberty
destined to repeat it.”
is no vice. And moderation in the
- Edmund Burke
pursuit of justice is no virtue. “ –
Barry Goldwater

“Education must always have a
certain price on it; even as the very
process of learning itself must always require individual effort and
initiative.” Dwight Eisenhower

“It is the mark of an educated mind
to be able to entertain a thought
without accepting it.”
- Aristotle

“The academic community has in it
the biggest concentration of alarmists, cranks and extremists this side
of the giggle house.” – William F.
Buckley, Jr.

“Education is not the means of
showing people how to get what
they want. Education is an exercise
by means of which enough men, it
is hoped, will learn to want what is
worth having.”- Ronald Reagan

VIEWPOINTS
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What Grades Do Your
Professors Get?

* Article refeatured from previous issue

by IAN RICHARDSON
Senior
History & Political Science
Charlotte, NC
imrich@live.unc.edu

I

t happened not but two
weeks ago, when I returned
to campus to visit Davis library
during the first weeks of
summer. As I walked past the
pit approaching the library, I
crossed paths with the single most
ineffective professor of my college
career. Not only did this professor
fail to express even the slightest
amount of enthusiasm for the
course, but he holds the dubious
distinction as the least effective
communicator on this side of
Sylvester Stallone. How could he
have maintained a position at the
university for so long?
At the beginning of the
semester I was floored with
disbelief. How could someone
attain a professorship at an
esteemed university while
simultaneously appearing to have
no qualification whatsoever?
When it came time to write our
end of semester teacher reviews,
I knew it was the perfect time
to exact my revenge. I spent
extra time laboring to find the
most effective words possible
to communicate my enormous
frustration and dismay with the
class. When I turned in the review,
I was quite pleased with myself.
While the review did not capture
every agonizing second of the
class, it did effectively sum up my
feelings, and the feelings of every
person I encountered in the class.
When I saw this professor
walking freely in the pit, I was
struck with the reality of the
6
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Teacher Evaluations
situation. Maybe he had read
some of the reviews, but he had
certainly not taken a single one
to heart. As an older gentleman,
he has no doubt received these
types of reviews on a year to year
basis, and become impervious to
their effects. Yet, this ignores the
very purpose of the evaluation.
Why else, other than receiving
feedback for correcting their
teaching style, would a professor
have an evaluation? Students in his
class, eerily similar to myself, had
expressed my very sentiments ad
naseum throughout his career. Yet,
the class continues to be taught in
the same manner year after year.
Such a situation has without
doubt contributed to the plethora
of online class reviews springing
up across the internet. The growth
of such online class reviews
allows students access to a forum
in which they may express their
most honest opinions of a class or
professor. In the aforementioned
end of class evaluations, only the
professor is allowed to read the
words written by the students. But
the online reviews open this up
to anyone who cares to look. The
benefits of this are immeasurable
and obvious. Before even
registering for a class, a student
can see the grade distribution of
the class as well as descriptions of
the professor’s teaching style.
By revealing this information
to the public, without any editing
whatsoever, teacher evaluations
have become exponentially more
valuable. Now, professors can be

held accountable by the students
they teach in the public realm.
Professors must please their
students to insure they receive the
best reviews possible; otherwise,
they run the risk of quickly
developing a terrible reputation..
With poor reviews online, many
students will be scared away
from a poor professor, and seek
solace in well reviewed classes.
This phenomenon will only grow
as more online class reviews
emerge. Long gone are the days
of poor reviews being a private
matter, with only word of mouth
to incriminate an ineffective
professor. The power of the
Internet to quickly disseminate
information can change both the
way students register for classes
and the way professors teach these
classes.
With all this in mind, it
appears imperative to search out
every class review to be found
before registering for a class.
With the staggering amounts of
information at our disposal, it is
foolish to allow yourself to fall
into the void of a deplorable class.
Time at Carolina is valuable and
should be spent in classes that
are both engaging and rich with
knowledge. When it comes time to
graduate, everyone will have gone
through that one unimaginable
class which boggled them with
its incomprehensible dullness.
However, with the proliferation
of newer methods of professor
evaluation, hopefully, we can keep
it to only one. CR

Breaking Down Walls
* Article refeatured from previous issue

by AISHA ANWAR
Junior
Global Studies and English
Charlotte, NC
aanwar@live.unc.edu

T

he leaves are changing colors,
the bike-to-Uganda- bikes are
out, and the demands for social
justice seem to fill the air. Here
at Carolina Review we decided to
ask UNC students what they think
constitutes social justice and how
they feel they are furthering the
cause. Most students said something like the following: “Social
justice is making effectual differences in socioeconomic status,
race, religion, language, ethnicity,
gender, etc. Don’t bar a person’s
access to their rights, and make
sure those rights are available.”
When asked to define the term,
definitions remained fairly broad,
but when asked about how they
further the cause responses were
very rigid and fell into two major
categories. Some cited organizations on campus such as the
Campus Y or Feminist Students
United. Others, if not involved
in specific organizations that
promote the ideals of equality,
felt they weren’t involved at all in
furthering the cause.
Why did definitions remain so
broad? Part of the reason may be
due to our limited understanding of involvement. Despite the
general consensus on the definition of the term, people’s views
of involvement vary. Similar to
political activism, students thought
they were only furthering social
justice if they were physically on
the front lines of a cause or program. When most students cited
an organization, they considered
the strides were being taken to affect on a large scale nationally or

Social Justice
locally. It’s worth noting that many
programs at UNC are focused on
helping overseas when it comes
to social justice themed events.
The Newman Catholic Student
Center, for example, orchestrates
annual trips to Jamaica. The Muslim Student Association just held
its annual Fast-a-thon, at which
proceeds were collected for Syrian relief. While these are certainly
valuable programs, individual action is not limited to that scope.
Many would argue that college campuses are the ultimate
platforms for bringing about
change. But do we hold romanticized views of social justice? Is it
only social justice if the change
is large? Or does social justice
instead occur on a smaller level?
The reality is that each individual
can promote social justice to
some capacity. For example, many
students suffer at the hands of the
current public education system.
The same students that fall behind
in classes are statistically the ones
that come from impoverished
homes. They lack the resources
to catch up. Any classmate that
comes forth and decides to help
a single classmate of such circumstance has logically advanced
social justice. Yet, this sort of
individual activism and interaction
rarely comes to mind. So, where
does the problem lie? Is the term
too broad or the action too narrow?

are constantly flashing on CNN,
Fox News, and MSNBC, painting
a very specific picture: the people
are suffering and this country
needs assistance. Our attention is
frequently drawn to the situation
of other countries and the need
for change in them. According
to a 2011 survey by the Christian
Science Monitor (Randy Dotinga,
“Newsroom Conservatives are a
Rare Breed”, 08 November 2011),
only 12% of media outlets describe themselves as conservative.
This indicates that the media does
not accurately reflect the nation’s
political views. Reporters’ biases
clearly effect how the news is reported and received by the public. The exaggerated accounts of
world poverty and dilapidation can
cause us to overlook the problems
closer to home and the effectiveness of small scale intervention.
Further, people feel satisfaction
in bringing about global change,
yet may not feel the same satisfaction when they achieve something
local.
I am reminded of a scene from
To Kill a Mockingbird where the
women of the missionary circle
gather around for tea and discuss
the plight of the poor in Africa,
on one hand, while condemning
their black servants in the other
room, on the other. CR

Evidently, the media plays a
large role here. Images of war
torn and disease-ridden countries
FEATURE STORY
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Stand Tall, Young Conservatives!
by FRANK PRAY
Sophomore
Political Science & Public Policy
Charlotte, NC

F

or many of you freshmen,
you have likely come to a
point in college where you are feeling
overwhelmed and incredibly stressed.
What’s worse is that, if you are a
conservative, you likely also feel that
your views are not welcome
both in the classroom
and around campus. I am
sure that many of you feel
isolated and in shock from
the great change you have
just experienced, living on

To Fight the Good Fight is the Noblest

same way at this point last year when I
was a freshman. The important thing,
however, is that you overcome this fear
that is an obstacle to your success at
Carolina and your commitment to your
values.

the sexual revolution of the 1960’s
to the large anti-Israel movement
to the more recent Moral Monday
movement that has unfortunately and
frequently marred Franklin Street and
Raleigh, we have seen that the liberals
on this campus are not shy
to spout their ideas from
the rooftops. They aren’t
going away, and they have
been so successful that they
have come to dominate
the campus dialogue.
Historically, conservatives
on campus have been able

obligation to yourselves and to the

and being exposed to so
many new ideas and people.
Don’t worry. You are not
The University of North Carolina at
alone and it is completely normal for Chapel Hill has a long and unfortunate
you to feel the way you do. I felt the history of hyper-liberalism. From

8
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out and rallying around
our cause, but that is now in peril.
The culture of this University has

become so homogeneously liberal that
incoming freshmen are afraid to speak
out about their conservative beliefs.
You, young conservatives, are being
told to sit down and shut up. But
please, for the sake of not only your
academic achievement, but also our
country, don’t listen.
Each and every one of you has a
moral obligation to yourselves and to
the conservatives who have fought this
ideals that make America great. The
moral obligation to yourselves revolves
around the fact that you deserve the
highest quality education this university
can offer. The only way you can get
that is if all intellectual viewpoints,
conservative and liberal, are respected
and welcomed in our classrooms. The
moral obligation to your predecessors
comes from the fact that we owe them
the continuance of the conservative
cause on this campus. From the
UNC College Republicans to Carolina
Students for Life to the Carolina
Review, itself, conservative alumni of
of themselves so that our cause might
to have been in vain.

That is not saying that standing up for
you beliefs will be easy. You will have
many times when you feel completely
alone. You may feel abandoned and
beset on all sides by those who are
hostile to you. At times, it may even
seem as if your career and academics
are put into jeopardy because of your
advocacy for conservatism. But you are
like Daniel in the Bible. This campus
is a lions’ den for conservatives. Like
Daniel, it is your duty to enter the
Lions’ Den each and every day in
defense of your values. As Daniel was
aided by God, you are aided by the
righteousness of our cause.
Undoubtedly, you will hear again
and again the evils of conservatism
and the righteousness of progressivism
extolled by leftist professors and
students alike. But they are simply
wrong. It is the ideals and principles of
conservatism that are truly righteous.
They will assault free market systems,
but they cannot argue against the fact
that free markets have lifted more
people out of poverty and improved
the whole world’s standard of living
more than any other system since man
has organized into structured societies.
They will argue that America is a nation
not worth being proud of, but they

cannot change the fact that America
is the greatest force for good in the
modern world. They will argue that
the values and traditions that made this
nation great are antiquated practices,
not worth continuing, but they cannot
overcome the fact that those principles
worked for 200 years and will still
work if we let them. Conservatism
is the only political philosophy that
embodies the principles that have made
societies throughout history function
successfully.
Armed with the knowledge that
your values are correct, you can hold
true to them no matter what the left
on this campus throws your way. You,
like Daniel, will emerge unharmed and
conservatism will have another ardent
advocate here at Carolina. You have
before you the opportunity to not only
receive a fantastic education, but also do
make this nation great. Whether or not
that happens depends solely on you.
So, hold your heads high. Challenge the
liberal dogma continuously pushed by
your professors and leftist classmates.
Don’t let their attacks silence you.
Stand tall, young conservatives and

FEATURE STORY
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Three Books You MUST
Read Before Graduating
by DAVID ORTIZ
Senior
Classics & English
Gaithersburg, MD
jerome.davidortiz@gmail.com

T

he slow, inexorable decline
of the liberal arts tradition
at our universities has been well
documented. A Google search
for “decline of liberal arts” yields
over 3.5 million hits, encompassing
articles from liberal sources such
Republic to more conservative
outlets, like our own Carolina
Review. In 2011, 17% of
all undergraduate students
graduated with a degree
in the humanities. Yet,
not long prior, the study
of humanities constituted
the
cornerstone
of
university
education,

Or Else You Wasted Your Money

life for having learned it. Let’s start
chronologically.
Homer’s two great works, the Iliad
and the Odyssey, emerged from the
oral tradition of an illiterate dark age
in ancient Greece sometime around
800 BC. Somehow, these illiterate
storytellers, living in the ruins of an
earlier Greek civilization, managed
to produce two of the greatest works
of literature in the Western
world. This fact alone
should have you running to
Bulls Head to buy a copy.
The lessons of these
two works are so immense
that it’s far beyond my
abilities to distill them in
any satisfying way. So I’ll
insensitivities and liberal distortions pick one that interacts between the
of this question, the need to compose two. The Iliad revolves around the
some sort of answer to it remains character of Achilles, the best of the
one of the most fundamental aspects Greek warriors, and his quarrel with
of both individuals and societies. the nominal leader of the Greek
The modern concern on the left army, Agamemnon, in the tenth year
for determining one’s identity, in of the Trojan War. Achilles is a tragic
the light of one’s characteristics (a
between long life and anonymity, or
deep need for some kind of answer. an early death but everlasting glory.
Who are we? Where did we come He chooses the latter, a choice that
from? Where are we going?
causes him suffering and eventual
If you are the rare student who death.
seeks more from their time here at
In the Odyssey, the protagonist
Carolina than a party scene, more Odysseus journeys to the underworld
than even a livable paycheck, you below, where he encounters the
CANNOT graduate from this ghost of the dead Achilles. What
university without reading three does Achilles tell him? That, if he
authors indispensable to answering could live his life over again, he
this question. Each of these authors would rather be the poorest slave
teaches something about human in the living world above, without
nature (multiple things, in fact) rights and glory, than to be king over
that will immeasurably enrich your all the dead.
to the liberal arts tradition, there
are three I think are indispensable
to a true humanities education: the
aforementioned Shakespeare, Plato,
and Homer.
Truly understood, the study
of humanities is the study of
the question of what it means to
be human. Beyond conservative

It is rare today to study Shakespeare;
it is even rarer to study Shakespeare
without a dogmatic emphasis upon issues
related to sexuality

knowledge and erudition.
Part of the tale, of course, lies
in the cultural revolutions of the
“humanities” today has stretched
to include a number of “studies”
which, only in a very bureaucratic
sense, can truly be considered part
of liberal arts. Indeed, even within
belonging to the liberal arts such
as literature, a monolithic liberal
prejudice stubbornly insists on
shaping instruction. It is rare today
to study Shakespeare; it is even
rarer to study Shakespeare without
a dogmatic emphasis upon issues
related to sexuality.
Despite this decline of the
liberal arts, however, study of
the great geniuses of the past
still retains enormous value for
today’s undergraduates. Among the
10
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What’s the take-away? If we
commit the travesty of reducing the
meaning to its simplest form, one
aspect is that everlasting glory is not
the most important goal in life. But
another aspect, and in some ways
more powerful, is the depths of
regret for the paths we have taken
in life, and for those other paths that
we can no longer take, that
are closed to us. We can all
relate to this idea, I think,
and we can all learn from the
ghost of Achilles.
Plato. Another dead white

above and seen the light of the real
world, these individuals kill him
without mercy.
What does this parable tells us?
It shows us an image of the power
of societal illusion – what delusions
societies believe in, and the power
of that belief. It shows us too the

for all majors at UNC, irrespective
of major. Now only English majors
are required to read him. Within his
plays and sonnets is much of what it
means to be human.
Shakespeare is notoriously hard
to pin down – he gives as he takes
away. If, however, I were to point to
one character as emblematic
of the human experience
(or at least much of it), it
would have to be Hamlet.
His speeches, including the
famous “To Be or Not to
Be,” form a portrait of a
man whose world, family,

turns hilarious, romantic, disturbing, saddening, and always genius, Shakespeare’s plays used to be

term “white” may have had
over two thousand years ago,
I can’t tell you. At any rate,
Plato is famous as a philosopher for
many reasons. One of these is the
oft-cited Analogy of the Cave from
the Republic (cf. Mumford and Sons,
“The Cave”).
He compares society to a group
of individuals bound hand, foot,
and neck, staring at shadows playing
on the wall. These individuals can
look at nothing besides the shadows.
They have known nothing besides
the shadows. They play games
naming the shadows. When one of
their own returns, having climbed

dire consequences of going against
those commonly held falsehoods:
the true price of going against the
one of Plato’s deepest convictions:
that there is a spiritual reality,
which we cannot see, and which is
somehow realer than the material
world we perceive around us.
Finally, we come to Shakespeare.
This is fun reading. At turns hilarious,
romantic, disturbing, saddening,
and always genius, Shakespeare’s
plays used to be a required course

shattered by personal and
political tensions.
I have committed an unforgivable
sin in this article: I have attempted
to reduce to bullet points some of
the most complex, nuanced, and
brilliant thoughts ever crystallized
into writing. But hopefully, I’ve
also convinced you that, unless you
read these three writers (and many
others), you will have wasted every
dollar you spent in coming here
to UNC, no matter how fat your
paycheck after you graduate. CR
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Campus Debates
MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION

Let’s Smoke A Little Smoke
by ALEX THOMAS
Junior
Political Science & Broadcast Journalism
Weddinton, NC
alexht@live.unc.edu

O

n January 1, 2014, three dozen
stores across Colorado opened
their doors to the public. They were
not selling food or hardware tools,
but rather marijuana. As a result of a
2012 initiative passed by 55 percent
of voting Coloradans, adults who are
21 or older with a valid Colorado ID
could use marijuana recreationally.
They could get the drug by buying
up to an ounce of marijuana from a
licensed dealer, owning up to six plants
in a private locked space or being
gifted up to one ounce from someone
of legal age.
Colorado is not alone in its procannabis attitude. On the same
day Coloradoans chose to legalize
marijuana, the people of Washington
state approved a similar measure. In
late July of this year, The New York
Times began a series of editorials
explaining why marijuana should be
legalized, even comparing the federal
government’s current attitude towards
marijuana to its reaction to alcohol
during Prohibition.
Even the general population
has warmed up to legalization. In a
February 2014 poll conducted by Pew
Research, 54 percent of Americans
said that marijuana should be legal to
12
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use, with only 42 percent saying the
drug should remain illegal.
In the same spirit of these states,
The New York Times and the
American public, I, a person who has
never smoked the stuff, believe that
it is time for the federal government
to loosen its grasp on marijuana and
instead leave decisions regarding the
plant to the states. In this situation,
each state should support the
recreational use of marijuana on its
own unique terms.
I know that statement may be
unsettling for some. Opponents of
legalization often believe that cannabis
use has scores of health issues
associated with it, can be a gateway
drug to more dangerous substances
and can increase crime. This is in
addition to the argument of wanting to
protect children and make sure they do
not get involved with it. Most of these
arguments are overblown and largely
based in hysteria. Granted, marijuana
legalization does have some problems
associated with it, but its gains are too
great to ignore.
First and foremost, we need to
understand the current costs associated
with federal marijuana prohibition,

which most states abide. According
to the Drug Policy Alliance, more
than $51 billion is spent annually on
cracking down on drug abuse. Over
1.5 million Americans were arrested
in 2012 on nonviolent drug charges.
Almost 750,000 of those individuals
were arrested on a marijuana law
violation (88 percent of them
were arrested for possession only).
Consequences can range from the
suspension of one’s driver’s license to
life in prison.
By cracking down on marijuana
use, we are not only ruining many
people’s lives for doing something that
appears harmless, but are also failing to
capitalize on the gains associated with
legalization.
Let’s look at Colorado. According
to recent crime data for the city of
Denver, there has been a 10 percent
decrease in overall crime since last year,
violent crime.
Financially, things are also looking
up. By removing criminal penalties
and ending arrests for certain minor
offenses, the Rocky Mountain State is
estimated to save between $12 million
to $40 million this year. During the

in $19 million in tax revenue from
marijuana sales, in which $40 million
of this revenue has been earmarked for
public schools and infrastructure. The
demand for commercial real estate has
also increased drastically, with homes
appreciating almost nine percent in the
past year.
That is not to say there were not
any bumps in the road. Pot shops
had to deal with shortages and price
increases early on due to a small
market of suppliers and producers.
This was a byproduct of a slow and
inadequate licensing process by the
hands of Colorado’s government. As
a result, pot from the black market
became a cheaper product than its legal
counterparts. However, as more
players entered the market, prices
started to decrease.
Upon legalization, each state would
have to construct their own system
of rules based on their own unique
needs. Some pro-legalizers believe the
pot market should be treated similar
to that of alcohol, but that results
in its own problems. In dealing with
selling alcohol, some states only allow
stores owned and operated by the
government, such as North Carolina’s
ABC stores. These establishments
have socialized the liquor market by
limiting competition, keeping prices
relatively high and limiting selection.
If marijuana were to be legalized,
there would need to be guidelines that
ensure markets are kept free in order
to increase competition, which would
optimize selection and reduce prices.
So, with all of the possible gains
states could make on legalizing
marijuana on their terms, why do some
people want to keep it illegal? One of
the opponents of legalization includes
Drug Control Policy, which argued that
marijuana is an addictive substance and
that prolonged marijuana use impairs
some regions of the brain for young
adults.
Other arguments that have
been made over the years include
marijuana being a gateway drug to
more dangerous substances and that

legalization leads to an increase in
criminal behavior. Most of these
answers are hysterically overblown
claims.
Let’s get the most common answer
from pro-legalizers out of the way;
marijuana use is much safer than
alcohol use. You know, the product
most likely found at college parties as
into our faces during professional
sporting events.
According to federal government
data gathered by Christopher Ingraham
of The Washington Post, alcohol, the
legal substance, is around 30 percent
more likely to send you to the E.R.
than marijuana, the illegal plant.
You also cannot fatally overdose
on marijuana and the immediate
side effects of smoking it are much
less intense than those associated
with drinking alcohol. Take into
consideration the attitude one may
gain while using these drugs. With
marijuana, users get a feeling of
giddiness before feeling drowsy.
Alcohol, however, can cause the user
to have impaired judgment, which
depressed or enveloped in anger.
On the idea that marijuana can be
addictive, it is true. Yet, it is not large
enough of an issue for a majority of
marijuana users. Mitch Earleywine, a
psychology professor at the University
of Albany, told Steven Wishnia of
AlterNet that maybe four to eight
percent of regular marijuana users
develop addiction problems, which
compared to 15 percent for alcohol
users is small potatoes.
Next, the belief that marijuana is a
gateway drug is a myth entirely. There
are no studies available that prove
marijuana use does indeed lead to
further drug use. There are studies that
correlate the two, but not a single one
that supports the gateway drug idea.
In terms of criminal behavior, I
have already pointed out the decreased
crime rates in Denver, but it is also
important to note that legalized
marijuana in the United States has

cartels, whose incomes rely partially
on illegal marijuana trade. There is
no longer a need to illicitly trade with
these groups, damaging their unsafe
underground marijuana market.
Finally, one point that was correctly
made was the fact that marijuana
use does impair some regions of the
brain for young adults. A 2013 study
from the University of WisconsinMilwaukee shows teenagers that use
marijuana have issues associated with
memory and problem solving.
Much like alcohol, young people
should not be using marijuana until
they reach an appropriate age to handle
the drug. That does not mean you
have to ban responsible adults from
using certain products. Kids are going
to make mistakes and do things they
are not supposed to do at their age,
but that does not mean we should
forbid responsible adults from doing it.
Instead, it means adults, and especially
parents, need to make an effort to keep
our youth away from marijuana until
they become adults.
Marijuana legalization needs to
become a reality. If states allowed
people to sell it, governments could tax
it and raise funds for needed projects,
as well as see a decrease in crime.
The hysteria around why pot is bad is
poorly supported. Instead of asking
the government to take control and
thus ban adults from responsible use,
parents should take some responsibility
and keep their kids from doing
inappropriate things.
In his 1995 address to the New
York Bar Association, William F.
Buckley, Jr. said, “It is outrageous to
live in a society whose laws tolerate
sending young people to life in prison
because they grew, or distributed, a
dozen ounces of marijuana.” Now, six
years after his death, it is time for the
United States and its 50 states to not
only take Buckley’s opinion seriously,
but also listen to the 54 percent of
Americans who believe the current
treatment of marijuana is ridiculous.
CR
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The Case Against the Legalization
of Recreational Marijuana
by JACKSON VALENTINE
Sophomore
Nashville, NC
jlvalent@live.unc.com

M

arijuana. Cannabis. Ganja,
grass, pot, weed, dope, etc.
As we all moved into our junior high
and high school years, these are words
that have been tossed around by our
friends, our family, the DARE officers
in 5th grade, and all the other “hugs
not drugs” organizations that have
attempted to curb drug use among
our country’s population. Before you
throw this magazine in the trash and
write me off as another conservative
nut trying to get people to live like me,
allow me to present a case as to why
recreational use of marijuana should
not be legal in federal law… and then
if you still think I’m a conservative
nut, please email me and tell me why!
Marijuana use was discouraged
early on in America, having been
outlawed federally and in 29 states by
1931. Marijuana use, by and large, was
effectively contained until the 1960s
when “Generation X” began to use
the drug heavily as part of the larger
“love and peace” movement that
had spun out of the Vietnam War.
Ever since then, marijuana has been
readily available to anyone who was
willing to ask around their schools,
workplaces, and communities. In
addition, marijuana use at this time was
regarded by and large as a bad thing.
We all remember the constant drone
of “don’t do drugs” or “smoking weed
will make you stupid” throughout our
lifetimes and we saw the “Above the
Influence” commercials where “cool”
kids are deciding to “keep all their
brain cells” and just say no.
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So at this point, our society
had painted a picture where
marijuana was thrown into the same
category as heroin, cocaine, and
methamphetamine, and of course no
one was to be in the same category as
a heroin user, or a meth addict… score
one for the US government.
Around ten years ago, something
changed. There was a shift in our
perspective on marijuana due in large
part to an Irish physician by the name
of William Brooke O’Shaughnessy.
This man is credited as introducing
the medicinal affects of cannabis
to western medicine and shortly
thereafter, Marinol, the first medicine
to contain THC extract, was licensed
and approved by the US government
for use.
Shortly after, starting in 1996, states
began to legalize medicinal marijuana
use with a doctor’s prescription.
Dispensaries began to openly sell
marijuana and people began to openly
smoke marijuana without fear of
being seen as a drug addict. As of the
time this issue goes to press, 23 states
and the District of Columbia have
passed medicinal marijuana laws, and
two states have passed recreational
use laws. So, as we can see, American
society moved from a hardcore stance
on marijuana to a “weeelll, maybe this
isn’t so bad” stance.
The fictional rumors about
marijuana killing people, ruining
lives, and destroying brains cells had
all been disproven at this point, and

many of those who had initially been
against marijuana use seemed to flip
flop on the issue. The Millennial
Generation
had
single-handedly
changed the way America thought
about cannabis use… just let that sink
in for a moment. You and I, and others
that were born in 1990 or later, have
shifted the country’s perspective from
“this drug kills people” to “this drug
heals people” and I will be the first to
tell you that medicinal marijuana use
is something that has helped a lot of
people and should be legal. However,
that is not what this article is about.
Polls agree with the point that
the Millennial Generation has taken
more of an interest in marijuana
than any other group before us. 60%
of people ages 18-29 said marijuana
should be legal in America (http://
www.pollingreport.com/drugs.htm),
and 36% of 18-29 year olds say they
have tried marijuana before (http://
www.gallup.com/poll/163835/triedmarijuana-little-changed-80s.aspx).
Now we have a scene where
marijuana is used by lawyers, tech
gurus, Ivy League graduates, and many
other upper-middle class “normal”
Americans. Marijuana is no longer
reserved for gangsters, homeless
people, and stoners who have long
hair and skateboard all day. Using pot
is something that has become socially
acceptable and in some circles it’s even
like having a beer with your friends
after dinner.
Now you’re probably thinking you

read the title of this article wrong.
No, your eyes do not deceive you; this
is indeed a case for why recreational
marijuana should NOT be legal, so
allow me, a millennial college student
just like yourself, to explain why.
If we legalize recreational use of
marijuana as a country, it will be yet
another impediment to the United
States being a world power, and it will
make it even harder for us to compete
against China, Russia, etc. Although
cannabis use will not “kill your brain
cells”, it will indeed make you a
lazier person. Long-term marijuana
use lowers levels of dopamine in
the striatum, which is the area of
the brain that controls motivation.
Dr. Michael Bloomfield of Imperial
College London calls this problem
the “amotivational syndrome”, where
marijuana users cannot get motivated
enough to accomplish tasks (the
validity of classifying this as an actual
disease is still up for debate). Dr.
Bloomfield says:
“Cannabis is an illegal drug and
there is mounting evidence the idea of
it being a harmless herb is not true.
When people stop taking cannabis it
seems the brain can slowly go back
to producing pretty normal levels of
dopamine. Cannabis has effects on the
brain and it’s important (that) people
can make an informed decision.”
(Interview from The Daily Mail)
So at this point, you have gotten the
science behind the harmful effects of
marijuana, and you might be saying,
“So what? If people want to ruin their
lives and be lazy, why should I care?
It’s not the governments job to protect
people from their own stupidity.” Well,
my libertarian friend, that is a notion
that I would ascribe to almost 100%
of the time, but this issue is different.
You see, if we legalize the
recreational use of pot, not only will
the motivation of our country go
down as a whole, it will further the
economic divide that already exists
in America. The unemployed in our
society would be hurt the most,
because not only would they spend
more money on marijuana, they would
be less inclined to get a job due to

the fact that they cannot pass a drug
test (and yes, even if marijuana use is
legal, many companies will still require
their employees to remain drug free).
Therefore, if more citizens are less
inclined to get jobs, then obviously
our unemployment rate will go up,
and those who decide to remain drug
free and prosper economically will
have to prop up the unemployed even
more so than they are now, because
the unemployment numbers will be
higher, and if you’ve read the Ayn
Rand novel “Atlas Shrugged”, you can
see where I’m going with this.
Another argument that should be
addressed here is the constant cry from
the legalization crowd “if we legalize
it, then we can tax it hard and the
government can make more money”.
The reason that argument is not a good
one is two-fold. (1) Anyone who has
taken Economics 101 will know that
when you raise prices on something,
the black market grows. When states
like California and New York decided
to substantially raise their cigarette
taxes, people began buying them in
other states and selling them out of
the trunks of their cars for a much
cheaper price than you could by them
in stores. Marijuana is different in
that the black market already exists,
and thrives. Everyone has to buy their
pot from the black market, because
it’s not legal in most states. So if you
legalize marijuana and tax it, people
will just continue to use the dealers
they use now, because it will be much
more convenient to buy a gram of
marijuana for $20 with no questions
asked, than to go into a dispensary and
buy a gram for $26.28 with probably
a lot of questions asked. So the
country actually would not make more
money at all. (2) The very foundation
of America should prevent us from
ever making the statement “we can
tax this so much” about anything.
Our founding fathers created this
country with the idea of having a
ruling majority and a protection of the
minority. In Federalist Papers No. 3036 Alexander Hamilton wrote about
taxes and warned the country against
ever taxing things into “extinction”.
Our government has attempted to
do this with cigarette taxes, gasoline
taxes, and a host of other industry

taxes. Barack Obama said himself that
“If somebody wants to build a coalfired power plant, they can. It’s just
that it will bankrupt them,” referring
to his cap and trade system of
taxing coal-fired pants. If we legalize
marijuana with the goal of taxing it
like crazy in an effort to raise revenue
to the treasury, we would be flying in
the face of what our founders had in
mind when they wrote about taxes
and we would be propagating what
Alexander de Tocqueville warned
about when he said majority rule can
easily turn into majority tyranny, with
most of America being the majority,
and marijuana users being the taxed
into extinction minority.
Now that the case against legalizing
recreational marijuana has been
made, allow me to tie up some loose
ends. Sending someone to prison for
marijuana use or possession is not
something that needs to be done.
Whether or not the drug laws in our
country regarding marijuana are too
strict is a debate for another day, but
ruining a kid’s life because he was in
possession of pot is not a smart way of
handling the situation. Also, everyone
that lives in America should ascribe
to the notion of popular sovereignty,
meaning that we should accept
(not agree) with what the majority
of people in our state want when it
comes to issues like marijuana laws.
Therefore, since marijuana law should
be a state issue, each state should hold
a referendum vote (where applicable)
on the legalization of marijuana, and
if the majority of the citizens of a
state want it to be legal, then who are
we to try and go against that? The
great thing about our federalist system
of government is that if you don’t
like something in your state, you can
do this thing called “voting with your
feet”, and move out. However, young
and progressive millennials eager to
change the world, before you attend
that legalize pot rally or support the
homeless guy on Franklin St. with
the sign “need money for weed”,
remember what detrimental effects
legal recreational marijuana use can
have on our country, and decide for
yourself if you want the America that
you are truly going to get. CR
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Is Research Right For You?
by MAURICIO BARETTO
Senior
Biology & Political Science
barettomv@gmail.com

D

aunting class sizes, expensive we consider the stereotypical research
textbooks and dry lectures environment, almost every major has a
are typically the most celebrated way to get involved with research. As
a research institution, UNC has tried
of class. While these classes at times to make doing research more enticing
may seem inescapable, Carolina by offering academic credit for doing
offers several unique and cutting edge
classroom experiences that often are which department you are a part of,
their Carolina academic experience, but
even more fantastic are the academic
experiences UNC offers that do not
require you to go past Franklin Street.
Research is one of these opportunities
that are often overlooked by many
students, and yet is so easy to get
involved with. Keeping in mind your
academic goals, it might be important
to ask yourself: Is research right for me?
The University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill is a premiere research
institution. This, along with many other
facts, may have been one of the things
you heard and yet forgot while applying
or taking a tour of our beautiful campus.
What many people don’t realize is just
how easy it is to get involved, no matter
what your major, what your interests or
how much experience you have.
Almost all of the professors here at
UNC have played a role in developing

or advisor that is willing to take you,
and before you know it you could be
working along side them.
Besides the possibility for academic
credit, research here on campus comes
with a plethora of different unique
opportunities and advantages. The
foundation of research itself is to apply
what you have been learning in class to
real life questions being asked. Working
one on one with a professor builds a
strong mentor relationship with them,
which can be sometimes tough to
achieve when you’re in a class with one
hundred other students. In addition the

both volunteered and paid, in almost
lines up with your academic pursuits,
but if you don’t have the time to
commit without pay a lot of professors
will help set you up so that you can get
graded classroom credit for your work
in their lab or research project.
Undergraduate Research has a list of
all the research-intensive courses to
help you determine whether this is
something you could potentially be
interested in. Not only that, they also

getting published and the basics for
how to get started with research here
on campus. In addition, a completion
of a few requirements as listed on the
OUR page could even grant you the
transcript designation of “Carolina
Research Scholar” when you graduate.
Research may be easier to get
involved with than you think. Whether
own schedule and decide your own you are trying to get a paid position
hours. Finally, working in research also or interested in taking it for class
allows you to familiarize yourself with credit, this is one opportunity that
a lot of the graduate school population is available to any student here on
here on campus, which is especially campus. Through research you can
helpful if you are considering any type thoroughly contribute to UNC’s
intellectual and cultural climate in a
In fact, the journey through graduate your degree.
way you never thought possible and it
and Ph.D. programs that got them
If you are truly interested in getting will truly help you immerse yourself in
to their role as professors involved a involved with research, UNC offers a your academic interests. The practical
great deal of time devoted to research. wide range of resources to get involved. skillsets and connections made through
Because of this, many of them are
doing research are one of a kind and
also currently involved in research in particular, has made huge strides are opportunities that should not be
projects that they almost always seek in recent years to connect students overlooked.
undergraduate help for.
So what do you think, is research
A common misconception is that started the OUR database of Research right for you? CR
research can only be done if you are opportunities that lists all faculty that
interested in the sciences. While Biology are looking for undergraduates to get
involved with their research projects. In

16

SEPTEMBER 2014

What NOT To Do:
Online Course Registration
by NATHAN COLE
Junior
History
Wake Forest, NC
nrcole@live.unc.edu

I

remember
my
freshman
orientation, sitting down to
register for classes in Davis library. All
around me, freshmen were freaking
out about not getting into SPAN 203,
or not getting an LFIT class because
almost the entire freshman class was
trying to take racquet sports. They also
had no conception of a shopping cart,
having skipped the “How to Register
for Classes” talk earlier in the day.
Thanks to my older sister, who was
already a junior at UNC, she had sat me
down before orientation and ran me
through the process. By December and
registration for spring classes, I was set.
However, if you don’t want a hasslefree experience like I had, and would
rather spend the next registration
period stressed and not getting the
classes you want, this is for you.
First off, don’t plan ahead by using
the shopping cart. It’s useful, it’s

How To Ruin Your Class Schedule
register at least a few weeks in advance, to sign up for classes. A half hour or
knowing what classes you need until a day so you miss the crowds. I’m sure
the day before. Connect Carolina is those classes like PSYC 101 or ECON
so easily accessible and maneuverable 101 – classes that literally everyone
sections with no problem. Just ask any
upperclassmen; they love how Connect
Carolina is set up, and no one has
ever tried to come up with alternative
websites with names like Connect
Carolina 2.0 or Carolina Classmaster to
improve class registration and to better

the half hour you wait after your
registration time.
Just follow these rules and you’ll be
unrewarding class registration. Who
knows, you might get stuck in a class
you hate and a terrible schedule! Isn’t
that what everyone wants?
But seriously, plan ahead. You can
never have too many backup classes,
and make sure you know which ones
are your second and third options
if you don’t end up getting into the

Furthermore, you don’t need
backups in case those classes close an
hour before your registration time.
Being a full time student with 12 hours
of classes is overrated anyways. You
can always add extra classes two or
three weeks into the semester and be Registration is what you make of it,
perfectly caught up with the rest of the and if you plan accordingly, your class
schedule will look awesome and so will
your GPA because you won’t stress out
to have all your potential classes in one
In the same way, don’t hesitate to as much. CR
convenient place for you to selectively wait a while after your registration time
register when it’s your time. You don’t
want to clutter that shopping cart up,
because no one likes having classes
in their shopping cart that they don’t
end up signing up for. Furthermore, if
you really want to ramp up the stress
levels at registration, don’t use the
convenient undergraduate bulletin that
they give you at orientation. Blindly
search for classes that may or may not
requirements for graduation. Who
needs a helpful guide to what classes
exist for your major? Not a student like
you who loves stress and not getting
the classes you want, right?
The two words that need to become
your friend during this time are “lastminute.” Sure, you know you have to
COVER STORY
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Majoring in Poverty
by TIMOTHY BAME
Junior
Political Science & History
Mill Springs, NC
bame@live.unc.edu

You Unemployed

Hey Freshmen, welcome to
UNC! You’re just beginning four
of the most transformative years
of your life. While college truly
provides the opportunity for you
to determine who you are and who
you want to be, these questions
often go hand in hand with what
you would like to do once you
leave this campus. These future
aspirations, above all else, should
be the major factor in choosing
what to study here at
UNC. After all, you
didn’t just work hard
for twelve years and
spend thousands of
dollars just to receive an
education that is useless
to you in the real world,
did you?

majors that fail to provide the
skills students need to get jobs, he
was vilified by the academic elite.
Emily Booker, then a senior UNC
student, was offended and said, “It
is our minds that enrich society,
not our careers.”

The hard truth is that some
majors are more effective than
others when it comes to attaining
a future career. My goal is not to
dissuade you from pursuing your
dream, but instead to inform you
that some majors are more prone
to facilitate your way into a more
successful and secure career.

do whatever we wish. We as
individuals are so special and
so intelligent that how dare any
employer not value us for who
we are and what we believe is
important? Who cares that I don’t
possess the basic skills to succeed
in the real world? My mind is so
great that I am above doing such
mundane tasks. Society must value
me simply for being me. If any
employer can’t appreciate that,
then that’s their problem, not
mine.

This attitude is a perfect
example of the elitism in our
generation. According to us,
it’s our minds that allow us to

class. I was shocked when she
asked me, “Who’s Machiavelli?”
It never occurred to me that
an educated woman like my
mother, who possesses a Master’s
Degree, would have no idea who
Machiavelli was. This is the way
that we as students think. How
can intelligent people not know
all of the things we know? The
answer is simple: It isn’t that
important.
In the real world, it
isn’t just about what
you know, it’s often
about what you can do
with what you know.
Employers want people
who can adapt quickly
and do the things they
ask you to do efficiently
and effectively. Once we shed that
sense of entitlement that many of
us have, we can then see clearly
what major is suitable for what
we want to do and what majors
should simply be avoided. You see,
a liberal arts degree is all well and
good, but many are vital in only
a few narrow careers. Basically,
our professors are teaching us as
if we will one day become college
professors. We are not receiving
the training and knowledge we
actually need for careers outside
of academia. I’m not saying that
a student majoring in Gender
Studies won’t be able to get a
good job, but I am saying that
there are few jobs available that
specifically target individuals with
this particular major. Other majors

We think we possess such incredible
intellect, that the world is just out
backwards to give us what we want

Many of the majors at UNC
may in fact grossly underprepare
us for life beyond the University.
Let’s be honest, what is
particularly valuable about a
Gender Studies major or an Art
History major? The answer:
is very little. In January 2013,
when North Carolina Governor
McCrory criticized UNC Chapel
Hill for offering courses and
18
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I remember when I went back
home one weekend last semester
and my mother asked me what
I had been learning. I talked
about reading Machiavelli’s The
Prince in my political theory

such as Psychology or Sociology
could serve the same purpose and
allow you to cover broader topics,
making you more well-rounded.

Starting salaries range from
$28,000 for Anthropology and
Archeology majors to $32,000 for
Music majors.

We all have certain topics,
issues, and disciplines that
particularly interest us and
motivate us to study them more.
However, it’s incredibly important
that we try to strike a balance
between what we want to do and
what we actually can do. The
Center on Education
and the Workforce at
Georgetown University,
as reported by Forbes,
found that some of the
most useless majors,
judged by unemployment
rates and starting
salaries, were Anthropology,
Archeology, Dramatic Arts`,
Fine Arts (i.e. Art History and
Studio Art), Philosophy, Religious
Studies, Music, History, and
English. Unemployment rates
for recent graduates from these
majors range down from 12.6 %
for Fine Arts to 9.2 % for Music.

On the other side of the
spectrum, majors which are very
useful based on starting median
pay and projected job growth
include Biomedical Engineering,
Biochemistry, Computer Science,
Geology, Mathematics, Finance
and Economics, Physics, and

majors, you will be able to find a
solid, secure, and well-paying job
upon graduation.
Again, I must stress that the
purpose of this article is not to
discourage from majoring in the
subject that interests you. On
the contrary, I encourage you to
follow your dreams and do what
you enjoy to do. A well-paying
job does you no good if you go
to work miserable every day. At
the end of the day, we
must always consider
what we would like to
do for a career upon
graduation, and we must
choose a major that will
help us attain that goal.
We must separate what is
important to academics and what
is important to the real world,
especially employers. If we can
do that, our time at UNC will put
us on the path to prosperity, not
poverty. CR

It’s incredibly important that we try to
strike a balance between what we want
to do and what we actually can do
Statistics. Any degrees in
engineering, management, or
foreign languages (especially
Spanish and Chinese) are also
extremely useful. All of these
degrees have starting median pays
around or above $50,000 and all
are expected to grow in the future.
Basically, if you have any of these
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MISSION
STATEMENT
Carolina Review is a journal of conservative thought and opinion published at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, founded by a group of graduate and
undergraduate students in 1993. Carolina Review has been the most visible and
consistent voice of conservatism on campus, providing students with an alternative
to the left-wing orthodoxy promoted by other student publications, professors, and
student groups.
Our purpose is to show students that a political philosophy of conservatism, free
thought, and individual liberty is an intelligent way of looking at the
world—contrary to what they may hear in the classrooms and on campus.
We believe the University should be a forum for rational and informed
debate--instead of the current climate in which ideological dogma, political
correctness, fashion, and mob mentality interfere with academic pursuit.
We believe any attempt to establish utopia is bound to meet with failure and,
more often than not, disaster.
We believe free enterprise and economic growth, especially at the local level,
provide the basis for a sound society.
We believe the University is an important battleground in the “war of ideas”
and the outcomes of political battles of the future are, to a great degree, being
determined on campuses today.
We believe a code of honor, integrity and rationality are the fundamental
characteristics of individual success. There is no excuse for lack of individual
initiative.
We emphatically oppose totalitarianism and its apologists.

