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DEAR 

Dear Readers,

Following over twenty years of tradition, we are proud to publish the September 2016 issue of 
the Carolina Review, our Welcome to Carolina. In this issue, we will provide advice to our fresh-
man readers on how to navigate Carolina and make the most of their time here. We will examine 
how you can stand up for your beliefs at UNC, make friends, study hard, and leave with some 
pretty good job prospects as well.  

Inside these pages, you will hear from Editor-in-Chief Frank Pray discussing lessons to be 
learned from Benjamin Rush, from Associate Editor Alec Dent on what type of conservative 
activist you should aim to be, from Associate Editor Ana Delgado on Totalitarianism, from Man-
aging Editor Jackson Valentine on ten books that should be on your reading list, and so much 
more. If you are a freshman looking to make the most of your time at Carolina, or just a returning 
Tar Heel looking for ways to get involved and stand up for your beliefs, you must see what our 
writers have to say. 

It is our goal in this latest issue of the Carolina Review to inspire our readers, new and old, 
and to lay out the way for you to thrive in both your academics and activism here at Carolina. We 
hope that you enjoy reading this issue of the Review, and leave with the fire of liberty burning 
brightly in your soul. 

Lux et Libertas,

Francis C. Pray, III
Editor-in-Chief 

Donations & Subscriptions
To become a subscriber to Carolina Review, give a gift, or 
change your subscription address, contact us at carolinare-
viewonline@gmail.com
Address
Carolina Review
282 Frank Porter Graham Student Union
UNC-CH Campus Box 5210
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599-5210
Letters to the Editor
Carolina Review welcomes your comments, criticisms, and 
suggestions. Letters to the Editor should be submitted via email 
to carolinareviewonline@gmail.com or mailed to our perma-

nent address. Carolina Review reserves the right to edit letters 
for length, clarity, and vulgarity. Please keep letters to the 
editor below 300 words. Not all letters will be printed. Include 
your name, year in school, major, and hometown.  Professors 
should include their department.
Join the Staff
Carolina Review always needs new writers, photographers, 
and layout personnel. Please contact Carolina Review at caro-
linareviewonline@gmail.com to find out more about our next 
staff meeting and how you can become a part of the Review. 
The Review is currently looking for Staff Writers and visual 
media associates. 
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CHEERS

The Carolina Review Editorial Board would like to extend a warm welcome and a cheer to our 
two newest staff writers. We are excited for Hayley Hall and Sydney Persing to be joining us this 
year! We cannot wait to bring their writing to our readers!

We would like also like to cheer our Staff who completed wonderful internships this summer. 
Editor in Chief Frank Pray spent the summer at the Civitas Institute in Raleigh, NC. Layout and 
Copy Editor Paige Roberts interned for the Around Campus Group as a Project Design Specialist. 
Associate Editor Alec Dent wrote for the Washington Free Beacon. Associate Editor Ana Delgado 
worked at the Victims of Communism Foundation during her summer with the Charles Koch 
Internship Program. Staff Writer Will Rierson wrote for Campus Reform, also during the Charles 
Koch Internship Program. Staff Writer Sydney Persing spent the summer working for Fox News 
in New York City. Staff Writer Danielle Adler interned at the United States Congress. Staff Writer 
and Treasurer Hinton Carter interned at State Farm. The Editorial Board is proud of the fantastic 
work our writers have accomplished this summer. 
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“Above all, we must realize that no arsenal, or no weapon 
in the arsenals of the world, is so formidable as the will 

and moral courage of free men and women. It is a weapon 
our adversaries in today’s world do not have.”

-- President Ronald Reagan, 40th President of the United States

President Reagan understood the incredible power of the spirit of human 
freedom. As Governor of California and President, nurturing conserva-
tism on campuses and in the minds of young Americans was one of his 
greatest goals. Reagan knew that these young conservatives, inspired by 
the great conservative minds before them, would be an incredible force 

for good in this world. So during your time at Carolina, remember Presi-
dent Reagan’s words, and always fight for what you believe in. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
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“Ignominy is universally acknowl-
edged to be a worse punishment 
than death.” 

 I have read these words many 
times—partly because of my great 
admiration for Benjamin Rush, 
a Founding Father of the United 
States, but also because of their in-
credible saliency in my own life. In 
the decade I have been involved in 
the conservative movement, includ-
ing the time I’ve spent leading it at 
Carolina, ignominy has often been 
the prize earned for the successful 
activism I’ve carried out. In other 
words, I’ve made a few enemies.  

 Yes, there will certainly be praise 
from fellow conservatives—and, 
depending upon how many emails 
you send them, criticism—but that 
praise will most often be drowned 
out by taunts and jeers coming 
from the leftists who dominate our 
campus. These harsh voices will 
aim to destroy your character and 
suck the fun out of your activism 
here, rather than simply disagreeing 
with your ideas as should be the 
case at a liberal arts university. So, 
if you are to survive your time here 
without the leftist prudes sucking 
all the joy from daily life, is your 
only option to toe the liberal line, 
placing aside the fight within you 
that yearns to stand up for your 
most deeply held beliefs? 

 The answer to that is, quite simply, 
no. The threat of ignominy, while 
observed by Rush to be worse than 
death, is still not great enough to 

A Rushed Reputation

For Advice on Your Reputation, 
Look to Benjamin Rush

lay down one’s convictions, be-
coming only a shell of the strong, 
courageous person you were de-
signed by God to be. As President 
Ronald Reagan demurred, “we do 
not believe that peace is so sweet, 
nor life so dear that it must be 
purchased at the cost of chains and 
slavery.” In other words, freedom 
and the courage to stand up for our 
convictions are far more important 
than any negative retribution we 
might receive for doing so. In ad-
dition, no matter how hard they try, 
they can’t kill your spirit if you just 
let their criticism roll off your back. 
To understand how one can stand 
by their convictions and still have 
fun while surviving such a trying 
place as Carolina, we must look 
further at the life of Benjamin Rush 
himself. 

 By the time Benjamin Rush was 
twenty-four years old, he had 
already obtained a Bachelor of 
the Arts degree from Princeton 
University and multiple gradu-
ate degrees from the University of 
Edinburgh in Scotland. It was at 
this age that Rush began his long 
life of speaking out for what he 
believed to be right, regardless of 
the personal consequences.  When 
he had arrived in Liverpool on his 
way to Edinburgh years earlier, 
Rush was so disgusted by the sight 
of hundreds of slave ships in the 
harbor that it stuck with him until 
his return to the American colonies 
in 1769. Once back in America, his 
patriotism and activism exploded. 

 Remembering his experience with 
the slave ships in Liverpool, Rush 
wrote extensively on the evil of 
slavery and its affront to the dignity 
of man, publishing “An Address to 
the Inhabitants of the British Settle-
ments in America, Upon Slave-
Keeping” in 1773. In addition, he 
wrote essays on the death penalty 
and equality of women that re-
sulted in the abolishment of capital 
punishment for all crimes except 
murder in Pennsylvania and in the 
opening of the first higher educa-
tion school for women in North 
America. In the few years after 
returning to Pennsylvania, Rush 
gained quite the reputation as a 
social reformer pushing for what he 
thought was right, even when this 
reputation earned him the anger of 
many of his peers. 

 Domestic issues, however, were 
not the only thing Rush was con-
cerned about. He began to see the 
way Parliament and British troops 
treated American colonists as simi-
larly out of step with natural order. 
Therefore, he joined the Sons of 
Liberty in 1769 and began writing 
patriotic essays. He also helped his 
good friend, Thomas Paine, write 
Common Sense, the pamphlet that 
was a big factor in the beginning of 
the Revolution. At the time, only 
about a third of the American pub-
lic actively supported a breakaway 
from the British Crown, so Rush’s 
writings earned him a great deal of 
scorn from the public and charges 
of treason from the British, a crime 

FRANK PRAY
Senior 
Political Science and 
Public Policy
Charlotte, NC
fcp2034@live.unc.edu
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punished by death. The threats 
to his life, family, and personal 
wealth, however, did not intimidate 
Rush into quieting down. In fact, 
history shows that it emboldened 
him. 

 Over the next few years, he and 
other Sons of Liberty began pub-
licly speaking to fellow Americans 
about the need for revolution, 
telling them of their lofty ideals 
of equality, liberty, and inalien-
able rights. In 1776, he represented 
Pennsylvania at the first Continen-
tal Congress and at the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence, 
essentially sealing his death war-
rant as far as the British were con-
cerned. This resulted in his proper-
ty in Philadelphia being confiscated 
later in the War for Independence 
when the British occupied the city. 

 As the war really began, Rush 
continued speaking out for what 
he believed in, even when it was 
unpopular with his fellow Ameri-
cans as well as the British. Early on 
in the war, Rush served as surgeon 
for the Pennsylvania Militia, treat-
ing multiple officers and saving 
their lives following the disastrous 
Battle of Princeton that ended with 
the occupation of Philadelphia by 
the British. His valor earned him 
great praise and renown throughout 
the colonies, and many men would 
have deemed that achievement 
enough. 

 Not Rush. 

 At the time, the Continental 
Army’s medical services were in 
shambles. Conflict and a lack of 
standard procedure under the lead-
ership of Dr. William Shippen Jr. 
continued to result in the deaths of 
many men who should have been 
able to be saved. As a result, much 
of the medical staff resigned, leav-
ing great need for surgeons. After 

Rush’s actions in Pennsylvania, his 
reputation preceded him and the 
Continental Congress asked him to 
take over as surgeon general direct-
ly underneath the leadership of Dr. 
Shippen. Even though Rush knew 
about Shippen’s terrible leadership, 
he accepted the position. After 
serving with distinction for some 
time, Rush began noticing that 
Shippen was underreporting pa-
tient deaths, and stealing food and 
wine rations meant for the patients. 
Instead of keeping quiet and carry-
ing out what he needed to do, Rush 
again showed his commitment to 
speaking out for what was right. He 
reported Dr. Shippen, and Shippen 
forced Rush to resign in 1778. For 
the remainder of the war he contin-
ued being an outspoken advocate 
of truth and practiced medicine in 
Pennsylvania. He was a delegate 
to the Pennsylvania Convention 
that adopted the US Constitution as 
well. 

 Even though Rush’s activism and 
leadership cost him a great deal—
in one case his job—he gladly 
stood up for what he believed in 
anyway. To Rush, as it should be 
for you, holding true to himself and 
his honor was far more important 
than a good reputation, although 
his integrity would end up paying 
off with a great reputation anyway. 

 So, you get the point that standing 
up for what you believe in, even 
in the face of ignominy, is what is 
right, but you are concerned you 
won’t have time for academics with 
all the activism you will be doing, 
right?  Well, I didn’t mention it 
before, but while Rush was busy 
helping to lead a revolution, he also 
managed to publish the first Ameri-
can textbook on chemistry, the field 
guide for the practice of preventa-
tive medicine in the military, and 
the first textbook on psychiatric 
treatment and illnesses in the Unit-

ed States, earning him the moniker 
of Father of American Psychiatry. 
In addition to this hefty academic 
achievement during wartime, his 
reputation grew so large that upon 
the end of the Revolution, Rush 
earned a spot on staff at the Penn-
sylvania Hospital, a Fellowship 
with the American Academy of the 
Arts and Sciences, and a professo-
riate in Medical Theory and Clini-
cal Practice with the University 
of Pennsylvania. Clearly, if Rush 
could achieve all this while leading 
a revolution and literally risking his 
life, you can take some time out of 
each week to engage in activism, 
speak out for what you believe in, 
and still finish all your homework. 

 Even though Rush professed to 
believe that ignominy, the public 
ridicule of your reputation, was a 
punishment far worse than death, 
his actions proved to us that he also 
believed that a loss of your integ-
rity and honor would be a tragedy 
greater than either death or ridicule. 
If you follow Benjamin Rush’s 
example, knowing that ignominy 
may be worse than death, but a 
loss of your honor and integrity is 
even worse than that, you will gain 
something that is far more valuable 
than a popular reputation. You will 
go to sleep every night here at Car-
olina with your honor intact, your 
heart full, and your conscience 
light. If you do these things and 
harden your heart against the harsh 
insults hurled back at you, you’ll 
even graduate here with far happier 
memories than any of the legions 
of liberal students ever will. 

 And that, my friends, is worth 
far more than whether or not your 
leftist classmates like you and your 
opinions. CR. 
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So what if UNC is liberal? You’re 
conservative.

 You’re an independent think-
er. You believe in self-determina-
tion and American exceptionalism. 
You’ve always found yourself some-
where along 
the right side 
of the political 
spectrum. You 
have no plans 
to abandon the 
ideals that have 
gotten you this 
far. But when 
you told your 
family, friends, 
and neighbors 
that you’d be at-
tending Carolina 
in the fall, some 
of them prob-
ably expressed 
concern. “Cha-
pel Hill is so 
liberal,” warned 
one. “Be careful 
not to be indoc-
trinated,” urged 
another. I was 
told the same 
when I began 
my college ca-
reer two years ago. And I’ll concede 
that there is liberal bias all over the 
university, especially from your ten-
ured professors. But I’m here to de-
bunk the myth that a conservative or 
libertarian is a fish out of water on 
UNC’s campus.

 Find your niche. When you set 
foot on campus, be it your first time or 
thousand-and-first, you’re reminded 
almost immediately of the progres-
sivism that seems to have dominated 
campus politics for decades. Saun-

Creating a Carolina Conservative

Staying Authentically Conservative 
on a Liberal Campus

ders Hall has been renamed Carolina 
Hall because its former namesake 
belonged to a man who had ties to 
the KKK. Who knew the name of a 
building could inhibit learning?  Ev-
ery other day there seems to be some 

sort of organized protest. You see stu-
dents with buttons that read, “I stand 
with Planned Parenthood” on their 
backpacks. And if you attended Fall 
Fest, you probably noticed more peo-
ple who are “with her” than Trump 
or Johnson. It can be overwhelming. 
I’ve even had to take alternate routes 
to class to avoid pro-abortion rallies. 
However, just because the campus 
left has such a booming voice and 
an influential presence doesn’t mean 
that the conservatives are down for 
the count - you just have to find us. 

Conservatism and libertarianism are 
ideologies based on the idea of inde-
pendence. We simply aren’t interested 
in getting involved in your personal 
business. We’re not going to hound 
you with our political agenda on 

your way to class. 
We may seem qui-
eter than our liberal 
friends, but I say 
we’re just less intru-
sive. Read or write 
for the Carolina Re-
view. Join the Col-
lege Republicans, 
the Tar Heel Rifle & 
Pistol Club, Caro-
lina Students for 
Life, Young Ameri-
cans for Liberty, or 
Christians United 
For Israel. You can 
even identify like-
minded friends and 
have casual politi-
cal discussions from 
time to time.

 E n c o u r a g e 
debate. Speaking 
of political discus-
sions, it’s 2016. Two 
of the most disliked 
people in America 

are running for president. Some of 
your professors will want to talk poli-
tics and you should humor them. Tell 
them why you think Hillary should 
have been indicted. Challenge your 
professors when they use false infor-
mation to project their liberal views. 
Give a couple of bullet points ex-
plaining why socialism doesn’t work. 
Present facts. Give your input. Don’t 
be silent just because the majority of 
the room is against you. No matter the 
size of the classroom or lecture hall, 
there’s always someone who will be 

CHRIS ANTONELLO
Junior
Journalism
Raleigh, NC
cpa18@live.unc.edu
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grateful that you presented a different 
viewpoint.

 Use these tools. Most con-
servative/libertarian students want 
to heed this advice, but then they re-
member that they’re challenging the 
men and women who determine their 
final grades. First of all, don’t forget 
to be respectful. If you just rudely 
scream your opinion at your teacher 
and peers, hardly anyone will be 
sympathetic when you receive a low 
participation grade. Only adults win 
debates.

 Now, if you actually receive 
a lower grade than you think you 
deserved simply because of your 
political alignment, you have some 
options. Campus Reform loves to 
expose professors’ liberal bias. And 
the Foundation for Individual Rights 
in Education (FIRE) fights for all stu-
dents whose professors have denied 
them the right to express their opin-
ions.

 Lastly, be sure to back up your 
opinions. Arm yourself with knowl-
edge. I find the videos from Prager 
University, on subjects ranging from 
income inequality to abortion, to be 
both entertaining and informative. 
Watch these. It will likely cause you 
to win a few debates.

 You’re conservative for a rea-

son. Don’t let your fear of being prov-
en wrong prevent you from speaking 
up in class. You may have been right 
but your liberal friends had a stronger 
argument (or used misleading infor-
mation). Even if you aren’t pursuing a 
degree in political science, you ought 
to learn how to debate. It’s essential 
in every profession and it’s a key life 
skill. Take every opportunity to prac-
tice.

 After all, you know you’re 
right. You’ve read and studied the 
principles of conservatism and agree 
with them. More importantly, you’ve 
probably lived out many of your con-
servative values and you understand 
that, as bestselling author Greg Gut-
feld put it, being conservative is “a 
more practical, generous, and com-
passionate way to live.” Let your 
peers and professors know that. If 
you find people who will listen and 
explain yourself to them, the campus 
left doesn’t seem so intimidating any-
more.

 That being said, don’t rest on 
what you think you know. College is 
all about challenging your ideas. So 
challenge yourself. Keep your mind 
open. Challenge others, too.

 Stay involved and you will 
succeed. You may be surprised to 
learn that the UNC College Republi-

cans is one of the most active chapters 
in the nation. Take a look at the dif-
ference in Facebook pages and web-
sites: UNC GOP covers its members’ 
involvement in different areas of the 
2016 election, from the gubernatorial 
race to the presidential; UNC Young 
Democrats boasts a photo of Barack 
Obama when he visited campus in 
2012, and various pictures with de-
feated former Senator Kay Hagan.

 Aaron Sorkin, creator of the 
NBC political drama The West Wing 
(which I highly recommend binge-
watching while procrastinating on 
your 12 page paper), has expressed 
many times that “decisions are made 
by those who show up.” Don’t sit on 
the sidelines and grumble to yourself 
when students protest conservative 
administrators for being conserva-
tive. Get involved and be the change 
you want to see on this campus. Your 
campus. You belong here. CR.
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Best friends tend to share simi-
larities, and Hugo Chávez and Fi-
del Castro are no exception. Both 
men experienced a few failures 
before coming to power: Castro at 
the Moncada Barracks and Chávez 
with his 1992 coup d’état attempts. 
Both spent periods in prison before 
their reign. Chávez often called 
Castro his mentor and in 1999 said, 
“Venezuela is traveling towards the 
same sea as the Cuban people, a 
sea of happiness and of real social 
justice and peace.” Furthermore, 
both of their succes-
sors—Nicolás Maduro 
and Raúl Castro—are 
puppets of their lega-
cies.

Before Chávez’s rise 
to power in Venezuela, 
the countries did not 
have a great relation-
ship. This was particu-
larly true after Fidel 
Castro gained control of Cuba in 
1959. He was envious of Venezu-
ela’s oil wealth and sought to bring 
that prosperity to his own country 
through revolution. After he took 
over Cuba, Castro provided com-
bat training and weapons to Vene-
zuelan guerrillas. Then Venezuelan 
president Rómulo Betancourt broke 
relations with Cuba and publicly 
decreed that he would not have ties 
with governments that had come 
to power through non-electoral 
means. Diplomatic relations were 
eventually restored in 1974, but the 
two countries didn’t become part-
ners in crime until 1994—when 
Castro invited Chávez to Cuba af-
ter the failed 1992 coup d’état at-
tempts. 

After Chávez established him-
self as the leader of Venezuela, the 
fundamental economic and politi-

Totalitarian Friends With Benefits

Chavez and Castro are So Not 
Relationship Goals

cal relationship between the two 
nations emerged: Cuba’s depen-
dence on Venezuela economically 
and Venezuela’s dependence on 
Cuba politically. 

The facets of Cuba and Ven-
ezuela’s relationship are mani-
fold. Under the Castro regime and 
Chavismo rule, the countries have 
cozied up economically through 
joint ventures in development and 
social aid, military, and in support 
of socialist and communist ideals. 

Economics
The economic alliance between 

Chávez and Castro can be traced 
back to the 2002 Venezuelan coup 
d’état attempt. During this rocky 
beginning of Chavista rule, Ven-
ezuela traded tens of thousands of 
barrels of oil for military personnel 
and intelligence from Cuba. 

In October 2000, Chávez and 
Castro signed the Convenio In-
tegral de Cooperación, which is 
commonly referred to as the “oil-
for-services agreement.” The ar-
rangement says that in return for 
Venezuela sending 53,000 barrels 
of oil per day (bbl/d) to Cuba at a 
discounted rate, Cuba will provide 
technical support to Venezuela 
in the fields of education, health-
care, sports, science, and technol-
ogy. In February 2005, Venezuela 

increased its discounted oil ship-
ments to Cuba to 90,000 bbl/d. 
Estimates from 2005 approximate 
that Venezuela is providing Cuba 
over 20,000 bbl/d to Cuba free of 
cost until 2020—totaling an oily 
endowment of approximately $8 
billion.

In 2012, the bilateral trade be-
tween the countries in goods 
and services amounted to 20.8% 
of Cuba’s GDP, but only 4% of 
Venezuela’s. Further illustrating 
Cuba’s economic dependency on 
Venezuela, the Chávez government 
bestowed $18 billion in loans, in-
vestments, and grants to the island 
between 2008 and 2011. 

In an effort to help their totalitar-
ian counterpart into the oil business 
in 2007, Venezuela helped Cuba 
revamp the Cienfuegos oil refinery 
in Cuba with a joint investment be-
tween $800 million and $1 billion 
in the primary stage. A 51% share 
of the plant will be held by Cuba 
and the other 49% by PDVSA, 
the Venezuelan-owned petroleum 
company.

Joint Ventures
Venezuela and Cuba, along with 

Argentina, co-own Telesur. Telesur 
is a broadcast service designed to 
provide alternative media across 
Latin America, generally follow-
ing a pro-Cuban and pro-Venezu-
elan editorial line. Telesur is also 
sponsored by Nicaragua, Uruguay, 
Ecuador (where president Rafael 
Correa also affiliates with socialist 
thought), and Bolivia.

Development and Social Aid
Venezuela is dependent on Cuba 

ANA DELGADO
Junior
Political Science and Peace, 
War, and Defense
Charlotte, NC
agdh@live.unc.edu

“Venezuela is not far 
behind in becoming a 
communist nation—

and Cuba could not be 
prouder.”
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for social programs and missions 
that sustain Chavista popularity 
and voter loyalty. In the oil-for-
services deal, Cuba sends approxi-
mately 30,000 to 50,000 technical 
personnel (doctors, sports coaches, 

teachers) to Venezuela who offer 
social services in poverty-stricken 
areas. Convenio de Atención a Pa-
cientes, implemented in 2000, is a 
program in which Venezuela sends 
patients and their relatives for 
medical treatment in Cuba.

Military
As with other aspects of the Cu-

ba-Venezuela relationship, military 
and intelligence cooperation began 
in 2002 following the coup d’état. 
When Chávez felt he could no 
longer trust his own personnel, he 
brought in Cuban recruits. 

In 2004, Cuba began helping 
Venezuela transform its military. 
Both countries wanted to remove 
U.S. influence from Latin America, 
thus came the desire to replace NA-
TO-approved rifles with Soviet and 
Russian military equipment. Cuba 
has over 40 years of experience 
with this gear, so they were happy 
to help train Chávez’s military in 
guerilla warfare and counterinsur-
gency operations. 

Cuban intelligence and military 
advisors are deployed in military 
units, the Ministry of Interior and 

Justice and the Directorate of Mili-
tary Intelligence—both coordi-
nated by Cuba’s military attaché in 
Caracas. The military union does 
not stop there. Cubans man the 
“situation room” for the Venezu-
elan president. 

Socialist and Communist Ideals
Cuba and Venezuela are two 

of the countries in Latin Ameri-
ca that head the rejection of the 
United States’ path of capitalism. 
In August 2005, Chavez said that 
the Bush administration was pro-
moting a “false democracy of the 
elite.” He argued that the opposite 
of that administration was the “ex-
emplary” relationship that Cuba 
and Venezuela shared¬—“an ex-
ample of what socialism can and 
should do.” 

Vladimir Lenin said the ultimate 
goal of socialism is communism. 
Venezuela is not far behind in be-
coming a communist nation—and 
Cuba could not be prouder. Mad-
uro alluded to this in a 2008 meet-
ing when he was the Venezuelan 
Foreign Minister, saying the Cuban 
Revolution “showed us the path 
of real political, economic, social, 
and cultural independence 50 years 
ago.” He then stated, “[Cuba and 
Venezuela’s] relationship is a pro-
found, longstanding, strategic fra-
ternity by which we have become 
a single people, a single nation.” 
The brotherhood these two coun-

tries and their leaders share would 
have surely made Marx and Engels 
proud. 

But is this “utopia” only the 
fantasy of antiquated revolutionar-
ies? No—communism is not dead 
and neither are its proponents. The 
champions of this ideology are not 
limited to radical leftists in these 
countries; in fact, there are profes-
sors and academics that will argue 
for collectivist ideals. 

In your time at Carolina, you 
will probably meet someone—
whether it be a professor or another 
student—who will argue that the 
principles of socialism and com-
munism are something exemplary. 
They will argue that throughout 
history, their execution has been 
wrong but that the ideologies still 
deserve a chance. When this hap-
pens, listen to their arguments and 
then respond with the facts that you 
have learned from this article. Tell 
them that collectivism leads to fail-
ing countries and brutal injustices. 
Give the example of Castro’s Cuba 
and Chávez’s Venezuela and rea-
son that this is not a relationship 
or government that should be wor-
shipped. CR.
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Leftist

1. The Communist Manifesto- Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels (1848)

 The Communist Manifesto is a 
classic philosophical work that first 
inspired the idea of class warfare 
and social struggle for a greater 
overall good. As stated in the pre-
amble, this book was a product of 
“Communists of various nationali-
ties” assembling in London to put 
forth an organized book on what 
communism and class struggle 
was all about. Marx concludes that 
societies move through stages of 
political institutions starting with 
capitalism, then socialism, and 
ultimately communism as the end 
result. As history shows, commu-
nism failed in every country that 
was afflicted by it, which is why 
this is an important book to under-
stand and repudiate. 

2. The Feminist Mystique- Betty 
Friedan (1963)

 The Feminist Mystique is to femi-
nism what The Communist Mani-
festo is to the communist move-
ment. Betty Friedan’s book sparked 
what we call second-wave femi-
nism in the United States and the 
conflation of leftism and feminism. 
She attributes the unhappiness of 

Ten Books to Keep on Your Shelf
Conservative and Liberal 
Books That Any Aspiring 

Politico Must Know

many women to the fact that many 
editorial decisions in newspapers 
and magazines targeted at women 
were actually made by men, who 
manipulated women into think-
ing that being a housewife was the 
ultimate goal of a female in Amer-
ica, thus creating “The Feminist 
Mystique.” Throughout the whole 
book, she lays the foundations of 
much of modern feminism’s hatred 
of motherhood and stay-at-home 
moms. It’s no longer a valid choice 
a woman can make, but rather an 
act of submission to the patriarchy. 
Reading Friedan’s book is a great 
way to get inside the mind of the 
modern feminist movement.

3. Steal This Book- Abbie Hoffman 
(1961)

 This book is especially danger-
ous, but in a sort of interesting 
and funny way. Steal This Book 
was written as a guide to youth of 
America on how to literally “fight 
the power” and obtain free things 
from the government such as wel-
fare and livestock. Hoffman also 
describes ways to grow cannabis, 
live in a commune, and shoplift. 
Because of the violent and pro-
vocative nature of this book (hence 
the title), it could only be published 
after the author created her own 

publishing company. Once it did 
reach print, however, it became a 
staple of the counter-culture move-
ment of the 1960s and ensured its 
place in history as once of the most 
dangerous books that you should 
read, whether you want to have a 
good laugh, or learn how to force a 
bank to keep a dead fish for you (it 
really tells you how to do that).

4. A Theory of Justice- John Rawls 
(1971)

 Credited by liberal professors 
as the bedrock on which modern 
political science theory rests on, 
A Theory of Justice was written to 
ease the conflict between equal-
ity and liberty. It must be noted, 
however, that Rawls’ conclusion 
in this work is that no one is re-
sponsible for their own destiny 
because people cannot control what 
circumstances that they were born 
into; therefore, talents, hard work, 
and perseverance are meaningless 
under Rawls’ theory.

5. Rules for Radicals- Saul Alinsky 
(1971)

 Saul Alinsky was the original 
community organizer, and Rules 
for Radicals is the guidebook for 
the entire leftist movement. In 
the same vein as Steal This Book, 

JACKSON VALENTINE 
Senior
Music, Political Science
Nashville, NC
jlvalent@gmail.com

Regardless of whether you are returning to another year at UNC or stepping onto our beautiful campus for 
the first time, it is refreshing to step back from the grind once the semester starts and pick up a good book. 
I have compiled a list of some of the best reads you could choose from, both those that promote conserva-

tive ideology and those that help us understand the other side. Enjoy:
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Alinsky writes about various ways 
that those in low-income areas 
who have been herded there by 
“the man” can stand up and unite 
against the government. Some of 
the rules include (5.) “Ridicule is 
mans most potent weapon- there is 
no defense.” (11.) “If you push a 
negative hard enough, it becomes 
a positive- Violence from the other 
side can win the public to your 
side.” All of the rules essentially 
boil down to various ways you can 
fight the government and trick the 
public onto yours. Claiming that 
Lucifer himself was the original 
radical that rebelled against the 

establishment, it’s clear that 
Alinsky was an anarchist who 

simply wanted to make it as dif-
ficult to live in the United States as 

possible. 

Conservative

1. Atlas Shrugged- Ayn Rand 
(1957)

 Ayn Rand’s special way of con-
veying her political ideas through 
fiction writing makes Atlas 
Shrugged a must for any college 
student attempting to broaden his 
or her philosophical pallet. Atlas 
Shrugged is a dystopian fiction 
novel that expresses Rand’s feel-
ings on the rise of planned econom-
ic systems through the eyes of a 
train company in the United States. 
Having immigrated to America 
from the Soviet Union, Ayn Rand 
knew much of the troubles com-
munism imposed on society and 
sought to educate people on the 
alternative through her writing; a 
belief system she called “objectiv-
ism.” Atlas Shrugged and much of 
her other work has been criticized 
by many as too harsh of a system 
to have (Rand opposed giving to 
charity, breaking monopolies, and 
taxes). However, this book, along 

with its set-in-the-future movie tril-
ogy will make you think long and 
hard about why you believe what 
you believe, and that is why it is on 
this list.

2. Anarchy, State, and Utopia- 
Robert Nozick (1974)

 I would also consider this book 
to be somewhere in the middle of 
good and evil on the list. Written as 
a direct response to ‘A Theory of 
Justice’, Nozick’s Anarchy, State, 
and Utopia details the author’s 
philosophy as it relates to fairness, 
egalitarianism, and resource distri-
bution. One of the overall themes 
of this work is that grouping people 
into categories in order to ensure 
fairness is actually the most unfair 
thing you can do. Nozick heav-
ily criticizes Rawls for doing this 
and other things, with one passage 
reading, “Taxation of earnings from 
labor is on a par with forced labor. 
Seizing the results of someone’s 
labor is equivalent to seizing hours 
from him and directing him to 
carry on various activities.” Anar-
chy, State, and Utopia is another 
work that is considered part of the 
America political science canon, 
and should be read and understood 
by anyone interested in the field.

3. Meditations in an Emergency- 
Frank O’Hara (1957)

 I’ll be the first to admit that I 
didn’t discover this wonderful book 
of poetry until I watched the Netf-
lix series Mad Men, where a pass-
ing reference is made a few times. 
Once I heard about it, however, I 
had to read it. The poetry in this 
collection really makes one stop 
and think about the small things 
in life. O’Hara’s ability to convey 
mimesis to the ordinary reader is 
nothing short of incredible, and 
I found myself having to close 
the book and wipe an artistic tear 

from my cheek more times than I 
care to admit. For you English and 
Classics students who were sick of 
hearing about political books, don’t 
say I didn’t try to include you.

4. The Federalist Papers- James 
Madison, Alexander Hamilton, 
John Jay (1788)

 The Federalist Papers (originally 
entitled The New Constitution) 
is perhaps the best analysis and 
insight into our Constitution that 
has ever been written. In this col-
lection of essays, those who were 
instrumental in the proceedings 
of the Constitutional Convention 
come together and provide further 
commentary on the meanings and 
implications of the Constitution to 
the American public. These essays 
provide insight into taxation, how 
state constitutions should be writ-
ten, and not surprisingly, the Fed-
eralists’ opposition to the Bill of 
Rights. The Anti-Federalist Papers 
were published shortly thereafter, 
sparking the beginnings of the first 
two-party system in America.

5. The American Voter- Angus 
Campbell, Philip Converse, Warren 
Miller, Donald Stokes (1960)

 The American Voter created the 
basis for how campaign strate-
gists and consultants go about their 
work in modern American politics. 
Citing what would later become 
the National Election Studies, The 
American Voter concludes that 
most people in American soci-
ety cast ballots based on partisan 
identity rather than issue stances or 
campaign promises. These insights 
have led to one of the most com-
mon complaints in politics today: 
“Candidate x hasn’t kept a single 
promise since he’s been in office.” 
CR.
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Organizations
College Republicans (CRs) - Af-
filiated with the College Repub-
lican National Committee and 
the North Carolina Federation of 
College Republicans, UNC Col-
lege Republicans is a chapter of 
the oldest youth political structure 
in the country. Often called “The 
Best Party on Campus,” UNC GOP 
holds biweekly meetings featur-
ing guest speakers and events each 
month ranging from politically-
themed parties to elite network-
ing opportunities. An important 
function of the CRs is supporting 
Republican candidates and cam-
paigns, which the group does by 
volunteering in the Chapel Hill 
community and deploying across 
the region to get-out-the-vote and 
help staff Republican Party events. 

Dues: $30, t-shirt included.

Young Americans for Liberty 
(YAL) - Though it is nonpartisan, 

Taking the Next Steps

Getting Involved in 
Freedom Loving Groups

YAL is known as the home of col-
lege libertarians. Part of a national 
structure and a state convention, 
YAL at UNC offers a great deal of 
networking and helps students bet-
ter understand classical liberalism. 
The UNC YAL chapter often fea-
tures guest speakers and displays 
in the Pit, once making national 
headlines for hosting adult film star 
and Duke student Belle Knox. If 
you think that taxation is theft and 
believe Ron Paul is the doctor this 
sick country needs, YAL is for you. 

Dues: n/a

Network of Enlightened Women 
(NeW) - NeW is a great club for 
conservative young women to join. 
Focused on networking, profes-
sional development, and helping 
women better understand conser-
vative philosophy, NeW offers an 
alternative to third wave feminism. 
Started last school year, the UNC 
chapter has already been named 
one of the best and fastest growing 

chapters in the country. 

Dues: $10

Christians United for Israel 
(CUFI) - Christians United for 
Israel is dedicated to educating 
college students about international 
abuse against the nation of Israel. 
CUFI supports the existence of 
Israel, a secular state for Jews and 
Gentiles alike, instead of a two-
state solution or dominance of 
Islamic governments in the region. 
CUFI hosts speakers on campus 
and has conferences in the US and 
Israel. 

Dues: n/a

Students for Life (SFL) - SFL is the 
premier organization for pro-life 
students. SFL is known for its dem-
onstrations against abortion and 
helping local mothers in need. With 
SFL, you have the opportunity to 
attend the annual March for Life in 
Washington, DC in January. 

WILL RIERSON
Junior
Political Science and Public 
Relations
Winston-Salem, NC 
wrierson@live.unc.edu

If you’re passionate about advancing the cause of freedom and liberty, UNC is a great school to attend. 
Both conservative and libertarian organizations are strong here, likely because the university commu-
nity as a whole is very liberal. The best way to be a part of the freedom/liberty movement is to join a 
club and attend events. These are great ways to meet like-minded friends and find your place in student 
life. You can spend a great deal of your free time in the political sector, or you can take it easy and only 
dabble in the great opportunities here. In addition to the clubs, though, attending events off-campus is 
one of the best parts of being in a political activism club at UNC. Tar Heels have been known to travel 
to as close by as Raleigh and as far away as Santa Barbara, California, plus everywhere in between. 
Many of the organizations here host their own conferences as well as attending conferences held by 
outside organizations within the conservative and libertarian movements. Scholarships are often avail-
able for long-distance travel and conferences, but vary from event to event. Check it all out below:
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Dues: $5

Tar Heel Rifle and Pistol Club 
(THRPC) - Do you enjoy shooting 
guns with your friends, or would 
like to safely learn how? Are you 
looking to take a concealed carry 
class? THRPC offers all of those 
things and more. The club visits lo-
cal shooting ranges each month, as 
well as volunteering in the commu-
nity. This club is non-political, but 
it’s safe to assume that most of its 
members are friendly to the cause 
of preserving our constitutional 
freedoms. 

Dues: $30, plus range fees.

Ducks Unlimited (DU) - Tar Heel 
Ducks Unlimited is one of the only 
clubs for sportsmen at UNC. It 
holds great philanthropic events for 
wildlife conservation and is part of 
a national collegiate DU network. 
If you love ducks, watch out or you 
might get called in. No decoys, this 
is the real deal. 

Dues: $20

Carolina Liberty Foundation 
(CLF) - The Carolina Liberty 
Foundation is a non-profit dedicat-
ed to offering conservative alterna-
tives to the progressive environ-
ment in Chapel Hill. Although it 
does not often accept student mem-
bers, it’s board is made up of some 
of the hardest working and best 
known conservative activists at 
Carolina including Alec Dent, the 
newly confirmed CEO of the orga-
nization and a freshman who has 
already broken nearly half a dozen 
national stories from UNC, Frank 
Pray, the CFO, Chairman Emeritus 
of the UNC College Republicans, 
Editor in Chief of this publication, 
and President Emeritus of CUFI, 
Hayden Vick, Chairman of the 

College Republicans, and Emma 
Harrison, President and Co-Found-
er of NeW. If you’re interested in 
being a part of this great non-profit, 
you’ll have to put your head down 
and get to work, because you’ve 
got a lot of activism ahead of you.

Events 
Young America’s Foundation 
(YAF) - YAF is a student organiza-
tion directly descended from Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan’s youth move-
ment and founded by the great 
William F. Buckley. YAF holds 
weekend conferences all over, 
but some of its best take place at 
Rancho del Cielo, Reagan’s horse 
ranch in the mountains above Santa 
Barbara, California. YAF confer-
ences include speeches from rock 
stars of conservatism like Gover-
nor Scott Walker, Stephen Moore, 
and Senator Marco Rubio, dinner 
programs and VIP meet and greets. 
YAF conferences can be pretty far 
away at times, but travel waivers 
are available. 

Cost: ~$25 per conference regis-
tration

Leadership Institute (LI) - LI 
has been teaching conservative 
activists the secret to winning 
grassroots campaigns since 1979. 
With its headquarters in Arlington, 
Virginia and field representatives 
working across the nation, LI is 
well equipped to hold dozens of 
trainings for thousands of people 
each year. Students can take af-
fordable trainings on how to run a 
political campaign’s youth outreach 
movement, public relations, donor 
relations, and more. LI is known 
for its weekend-long trainings full 
of great content and all-inclusive 
prices. 

Cost: ~$50 per conference regis-
tration

Intercollegiate Studies Institute 
(ISI) - ISI was once run by William 
F. Buckley, Jr, the founding father 
of the modern American conser-
vative movement. ISI stresses 
learning the tenets of liberty and 
freedom by studying the US Con-
stitution and political philosophy. 
ISI conferences are held through-
out the year, though membership 
in the organization is required for 
attendance. If you’d like to become 
a member of this organization, the 
quickest way is through writing for 
the Carolina Review here at UNC. 

Cost: ~$10 per conference, free if 
you join the Carolina Review

Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC) - When it 
comes to political conferences, 
CPAC is the granddaddy of them 
all. The conference, held each 
year around late February or early 
March, is hosted by the American 
Conservative Union and boasts a 
variety of big name sponsors and 
speakers. At CPAC, college stu-
dents can hear from presidential-
level speakers and rub elbows with 
other well known politicos at the 
Gaylord National Convention Cen-
ter in National Harbor, Maryland 
near Washington, DC. The bulk of 
this conference runs from Thursday 
to Saturday and is attended by over 
10,000 conservatives and libertari-
ans. UNC College Republicans and 
YAL members have been known to 
drive up together and share hotel 
rooms at reduced rates for the long 
weekend. 

Cost: ~$200 for lodging and registra-
tion, this rate is often lowered through 
club provided subsidies. CR.
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There’s just something incred-
ible about working in Washington 
DC. Whether you’re a political 
nerd like myself and find your-
self engulfed in its sheer demo-
cratic beauty or just a city per-
son excited by the bustle of the 
nation’s capital. You just can’t 
quite explain it. I felt like I was 
put under a spell after leav-
ing my summer interning on 
Capitol Hill. Maybe it’s some-
thing they put in their coffee, 
but whatever it is, DC has me 
wanting more of it.

Before I started off my 
summer in the District, a term 
you’ll become used to calling 
the city once you work there, 
I certainly had some concerns. 
Let’s start off with this politi-
cal year as a whole. “What in 
the world is going on?” seems 
to be the never ending ques-
tion. How would interning in 
Washington DC during this 
election cycle, a year unlike 
any other, pan out? But more 
importantly, where would I 
find Frank Underwood and his 
detail lurking throughout the 
Capitol tunnels? I definitely held 
the stereotype that there is a dark 
side to politics and hoped that I 
would not be subjected to it.

Yet, ten weeks later, I could 
not have been more wrong. 
Working on Capitol Hill is all 
about the nuances, learning the 
status quo and trying to act like 
you’ve been there for ten years 
even though you’re greener than 

Experience as a Hilltern

the grass on the national mall. 
It’s actually a fun game to play 
once you’re in the swing of 
things, and you really do feel like 
you’re a cast member on House 
of Cards. While it certainly can 
be fun, I know it would have 
been a lot smoother if someone 

had sat me down and told me 
a few things to do and expect 
before I walked into the office on 
the first day. So here are a few 
things you should know about 
summer on the Hill. 

First and foremost: even CS-
PAN can’t make the committee 
hearings look glamorous. Each 
day different senatorial com-
mittees meet to discuss pending 
legislation, hold appointment 
hearings, debate on what to do 

with pressing issues, you get the 
point. Regardless of which type 
of committee hearing you at-
tend, the very reality of attending 
such a meeting is incredible. I 
once attended a meeting for the 
Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and the public gallery 
was packed, spilling out into the 
seventies-esque green marble 
floored hallway. As the commit-
tee chairman was beginning sena-
torial procedure, he addressed 
all of us Hillterns, a term you’ll 
soon find that all of the District 
uses to refer to the young college 
students who essentially run Con-
gress, saying he has never seen a 
room so crowded and so young, 
while kind of chuckling to him-
self about the irony that the Hill 
is really run by students a third 
his age. While the majority of 
committee hearing material can 
be a bit draining and, like I said, 
even CSPAN can’t glamorize it, 
the feeling of sitting in a room 
with several elected members of 
Congress discussing issues that 
will impact our foreign policy 
was at once both humbling and a 
bit of an ego trip. 

Second key pointer: do not 
trust the media. I truly believe 
that most millennials are turned 
off from the political arena due 
in large part to the biased nature 
of our nation’s media reporting. 
Clearly, we political junkies love 
watching the news in our spare 
time or catching up on some new 
reports. Keep doing that, but do 
it with precaution and awareness. 

My Summer in the 
Nation’s Capital

DANIELLE ADLER
Junior
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War, and Defense
Charlotte, NC

djadler@live.unc.edu

“Working on Capi-
tol Hill is all about 

the nuances, learn-
ing the status quo, 

and trying to act like 
youve been there 
for ten years even 

though you’re green-
er than the grass on 

the National Mall.”
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To be a truly informed conser-
vative voter, I think that it is 
imperative to not just watch Fox 
News and Fox Business, but to 
also tune into some MSNBC and 
CNN (take that with a grain of 
salt). Every news outlet will keep 
relatively the same storyline, 
but it is truly up to you to piece 
together the facts. I think many 
of my hesitations and concerns 
toward government came from a 
background of a distrustful media 
that displayed corrupt politicians. 
My experience in my office and 
with others I encountered during 
the summer was nothing like the 
back alley deals and high flying 
corruption the news media would 
have you believe occurs in the 
halls of your Congress.

Another fun fact: if you ever 
see a bill that is being discussed 
on the news and hear some fun 
trigger words such as “danger-
ous” or “discriminatory,” there 
are non-partisan government 
agencies that provide an unbiased 
view of the bill. These agencies 
exist within the legislative branch 
and provide bill summaries and 
lists of each bill’s co-sponsors 
online. You can actually read the 
exact same bill that is being de-
bated on the floor on the screen 
of your computer, free from the 
slant, spin, and opinions of every 
media anchor from here to Los 

Angeles. The transparency that 
we, as American citizens, have 
in our government is incredible, 
if only we would actually use it. 
Don’t hold your breath on that 
one, though. 

Lastly, and most unexpectedly, 
I gained a further appreciation of 
the Tar Heel state. Born in south 
Florida with no family in North 
Carolina, I always felt a bit out 
of place growing up in Charlotte. 
With “bless your heart” seeming 
to be foreign vocabulary, I never 
categorized my family as your 
typical southern family. How-
ever, working in a North Carolina 
office in Washington this sum-
mer made me realize that I had it 
all wrong this whole time. North 
Carolinians cannot and should 
not be boxed by a stereotype as 
simple as our beautiful southern 
drawl. Now if you ask me what 
your typical North Carolinian 
looks like, I would say humble, 
hard-working, and compassion-
ate. Our accents are a part of 
who we are as a people, but it’s 
only the surface of something far 
deeper. I guess the saying is true, 
in the South, your roots run deep. 

I’ve also become more confi-
dent in my political values as a 
conservative at a liberal univer-
sity, even though it comes with 
its fair share of challenges. While 

there is a tight-knit group of 
conservative students on campus, 
just being able to stand alone as 
a conservative is difficult. Stand-
ing as the one drop of red in a 
sea of blue is difficult, there’s no 
denying that. However, working 
in a conservative office, elected 
by the people of North Carolina, 
reaffirmed my values. Liberal 
demonstrations and overbear-
ing political correctness are not 
representative of my state as a 
whole. Having to remember the 
bigger picture at hand is what 
is more important than staying 
bewildered by my classmates’ 
overall political homogeneity. 
It’s okay to be different, and even 
when you think you’re alone, 
you’re not. 

Being a Hilltern is an experi-
ence like no other, one that you 
should strive to have for yourself 
while at Carolina. You cannot 
have someone prep you or even 
truly explain what your time will 
be like, what national crises may 
occur, or what new legislation 
will come up. Essentially, you’re 
just thrown into the ring and you 
have to figure it out as you go. I 
would not have had it any other 
way. CR.
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So you’ve made it into Caro-
lina. College is a hotbed for 
political discourse. Democrats, 
Republicans, and Independents 
alike come together to use col-
lege as their own personal stage 
to debate, protest, and, all too 
often, yell blindly at each other.

The 2016 election will be a 
defining year for campus poli-
tics. Collegiate-based 
activism for former 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Bernie Sand-
ers was, arguably, what 
allowed his campaign to 
outlive its political life 
expectancy. Now, with 
two of the most hotly 
contested frontrunners 
in American political 
history, campus debate 
is sure to intensify both 
in terms of emotion and 
prominence. This is good news 
for those of you who want a ca-
reer in politics.

If you choose to engage in 
political discourse at UNC, and I 
would urge you to do so, you will 
likely be told to “make sure to 
listen to different opinions,” but 
to also “stay true to your beliefs.” 
But what does all of that really 
mean, and how do these two con-
cepts work in tandem?

If you are aiming to cause any 
type of real change with your 
dialogue, 2016 is the year to 
master the balancing act of open-
mindedness and conviction.

When to Listen

Open-mindedness is one of 
those buzzwords that people like 
to throw around, but is far too 
frequently misinterpreted and 
ignored. People readily misinter-
pret it because the phrase is often 
believed to have condescending 
undertones. When people said to 
me, “keep an open mind when 
you go to college,” I sometimes 
understood that as a sugges-

tion that I was somehow in need 
of political swaying. Some did 
intend to speak down to me, but 
many weren’t trying to do that at 
all. 

The suggestion of open-mind-
edness does not inherently sug-
gest a need for adjustment or a 
realignment of opinions. Instead, 
it merely suggests a willingness 
to listen. How can you be sure 
you’re really listening?

My first piece of advice is to 
avoid falling into talking points. 
I have found that I am not really 
listening when I’ve already de-
cided on an answer in my mind. 
If you are listening carefully, 

rather than thinking about how 
to immediately refute or shut 
down your opponent, you usu-
ally will not reiterate a point you 
have made before the moment he 
closes his mouth. 

My second piece of advice is 
to be as specific as possible when 
talking about a contentious issue. 
While the opinion and the core 
beliefs your answer or argument 
is based on do not change, your 
rebuttal should be more specific, 
unique, and responsive to the 
topic at hand. This will make you 
a better listener and make your 
opposition more likely to listen 
back. In addition, if you ever rise 
to a position of leadership, be-
ing specific will prevent a lot of 
headaches down the road. 

Listening is obviously an 
important skill to have in or-
der to keep the flow of political 
discourse, but it will also make 
your debate skills stronger. It is 
the counterclaim you were taught 
to write in your high school es-
says; if you know the other side’s 
opinion, you can prepare to better 
argue it. 

My third piece of advice for 
listening is to attend speakers of 
all backgrounds, to let your po-
litical counterpart finish their full 
thought before punching back, 
and to never try to shut down 
someone else’s speech. Listening 
is a key skill because it reinforc-
es an important concept: silenc-
ing your opposition is far less 
effective than letting them speak 
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and then discrediting them. This 
is why many people don’t take 
students who shut down speakers 
seriously, they betray their hos-
tility to free speech, rather than 
showing their own idea’s primacy 
over opposing ones. 

So how does conviction play 
into all of this? Conviction in 
your beliefs is important because 
it keeps you from backing down 
out of fear, but does not preclude 
you from listening.

 In a situation as a political 
minority, there will sometimes be 
people who try to shame you out 
of believing what you do. They 
do not offer substance, dialogue, 
or fact; instead, they rely on the 
tactics of a bully to tell you that 
what you believe is somehow 
inherently wrong.

This is where conviction mat-
ters. It is important that you have 
the ability to not let intimidation 
tactics change your beliefs out 
of fear. People who discredit you 
solely because of your party af-
filiation should never influence 
your beliefs. If your bully does 

not offer substantive debate, you 
are of no obligation to respect 
what they’re saying or allow 
them to finish their thoughts. 

My advice for dealing with 
these people is simple: do not try 
to defend yourself or your party. 
If they offer no substance, neither 
should you. A simple “you’re en-
titled to your opinion” is almost 
always a sure-fire way to shut 
them down and move right along.

Conviction becomes danger-
ous, however, when you believe 
that all people who disagree with 
you are trying to silence or bully 
you. There will be, even if it be 
few and far between, people who 
are willing to engage in meaning-
ful dialogue with you. These are 
the people who you must listen 
to—even if you disagree with 
them vehemently. It is important 
that you differentiate the two 
types of people you will encoun-
ter this year.

Just because someone tells you 
to be open-minded or not back 
down in your beliefs, it doesn’t 
mean they are necessarily im-

plying something good or bad. 
It is not just the words of these 
phrases that matter, but rather the 
actual intent behind them. Be-
ing open-minded in the sense of 
listening to others is, as I have 
laid out, beneficial to your intel-
lectual development. 

If you choose to be a part of 
the political climate that will 
undoubtedly erupt this year, it is 
imperative that you think about 
how to really contribute to the 
conversations that are going to 
take place in a way that will both 
contribute to the conservative 
cause at UNC and deepen the 
intellectual atmosphere of our 
campus.

To do that, I recommend 
keeping your ears open, staying 
strong and level headed, but al-
lowing room for dialogue—and 
change—if that dialogue makes 
you see things differently. That is 
how the best political leaders are 
born, and with the many opportu-
nities on campus during this elec-
tion year, it seems to me that we 
may see quite a few new leaders 
rise to this occasion. CR
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Small businesses are the back-
bone of the United States. They 
contribute significantly to the 
economy, create a sense of pride 
in communities, and, most impor-
tantly, are the greatest example 
of what the American Dream 
and the Pursuit of Happiness 
mean. For centuries, the United 
States withheld this right to 
many people in America includ-
ing minorities, women, people 
with disabilities, and those who 
are economically disadvantaged. 
However, since 1999, our State 
has dedicated extensive time and 
resources to empowering the 
development of these historically 
underutilized business under the 
McCrory Administration and 
through the Department of Ad-
ministration’s Historically Unde-
rutilized Business (HUB) Office. 
This summer, I had the privilege 
of being able to assist and em-
power small business during my 
internship working with the NC 
HUB Office. 

Under the McCrory Admin-
istration, the NC HUB Office is 
under the direction of Mr. Den-
nis English. English, along with 
his team within the DOA, are 
dedicated to ensuring that busi-
ness owners from various back-
grounds including first-genera-
tion Americans and US Veterans 
have the foundation to prosper 
in the free market. The process 
is simple. First, a company is 
vetted to see if they qualify. The 
individual who owns 51% of the 
business must fall under one of 
the HUB classifications: female, 

Prosperity for All Americans

minority, economically disadvan-
taged, veteran, or disabled. Once 
they pass the vetting process, 
they are considered HUB Certi-
fied and have the opportunity to 
bid on business contracts by the 
State and Federal government. 
From construction to technology, 
HUB Certified Businesses cover 
almost all fields of work.

Where there is a need or want 
for a good or service, a business 
has an opportunity to be created 
and grow. North Carolina is a 
diverse state industrially, geo-
graphically, and socially— thus, 
the businesses that thrive here 
are a reflection of that diversity. 
From general road construction 
to complex construction of aquar-
ium exhibits in our State zoos, a 
lot of opportunities are available 
and HUBs are doing their part in 
successfully getting those jobs 
done. Today, the State of North 
Carolina has a goal to allocate 
10% of all government contract-
ing to HUB Certified Businesses. 

With the NC budget projected to 
be several billion over the next 
few years, that also means hun-
dreds of millions of dollars will 
be in the hands of these busi-
nesses. These business owners’ 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
is the best alleviation of poverty 
in America. 

If more Americans considered 
starting a business and not sim-
ply getting a job it would have 
a greater impact on their liveli-
hood. Any job may give you a 
high income, but it is less likely 
to lead to lifelong wealth than 
owning your own business. The 
wealthiest people in the world 
took risk, invested in their hopes 
and dreams, and became innova-
tors and entrepreneurs. The HUB 
Office helps to make the Ameri-
can Dream become a reality and, 
for just this summer, I had the 
privilege of being a part of that. 
CR. 
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This summer, I interned at a 
State Farm Agency in Leland, 
NC, a town in the northeast cor-
ner of Brunswick County known 
for its sprawling, new subdivi-
sions that offer a tax haven and 
more pleasant climate for retirees 
from north of the Mason-Dixon 
line. While the city may be made 
up of a great deal of these wiser 
residents, it also has a good deal 
of native Leland citizens that 
have generational ties to Bruns-
wick County and have resided 
there for many years. 

This varied set of residents of-
fered a great deal for me to learn 
working in the insurance industry 
in the town, with communication 
being the most important skill. I 
adapted throughout the summer 
as I learned to anticipate con-
versations and how to gear my 
speech and language in response. 
These skills were critical in be-
ing courteous and successful and 
are important in life as well. The 
quicker you learn sound commu-
nication skills, the more success 
you can find in life. These great 
communication skills allowed 
me to convey information more 
confidently with customers, ac-
curately identifying problems 
and resolving them quickly. As 
a Carolina student there is no 
greater place or time to work on 
and master your communication 
skills. After all, there is perhaps 
nothing we do more as humans 
than communicate. 

From English 105 to foreign 
language classes, UNC has re-
quirements in place that provide 

a good baseline for communica-
tion skills, even if they’re not al-
ways enjoyable. Apart from these 
classes, there are many options 
to practice your communication 
skills at Carolina. You can join 
the Dialectic and Philanthropic 
societies, learn a language or 
two, maybe even sign language, 
or write for the Review and other 
publications! Communication 
is truly everywhere and in ev-
erything. I learned how to gear 
my speech depending on who I 
was speaking with, a beneficial 
and easy skill for you to learn as 
well. Think of this – would you 
use the same language to con-
verse with a professor that you 
do with your roommate? Perhaps 
in rare circumstances, but think 
about if you were meeting them 
for the first time in their office. 

I’ll share one more example 
of this preciseness of language 
depending on your conversations. 
I happen to be a German minor—
a language I highly recommend 
to anyone—and one of the fun-
damental parts of the German 
language is the usage of the word 
for “you” when talking to anyone 
in conversation. Without going 
into the intricacies of the gram-
mar, you use du when speaking 
to familiar friends, young family 

members, and children. The word 
sie is used in more formal set-
tings—talking to doctors, elderly 
people, and strangers. The same 
formality appears in other lan-
guages, with different words for 
“you” depending on the situa-
tion. In American English, we 
of course simply use you for all 
needs. As the German people 
understand, gearing your speech 
towards different people shows 
your understanding and ability to 
communicate, and allows you to 
speak confidently about what you 
mean to discuss. 

In any case, you need not 
speak German to gear your 
speech and conversations to suit 
academic and professional needs. 
Taking the time to truly think 
before you speak and speaking 
intelligently and confidently in 
what you know allows great flex-
ibility in conversations and argu-
ments alike. And for all that is 
good and holy, please read up on 
and know what you are talking 
about when it comes to Carolina 
Basketball. There is arguably 
nothing more sacred on God’s 
green Earth than the Dean E. 
Smith Center and all that pertains 
to it. Good luck this school year, 
and Go Heels! CR.
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Another year at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
has begun, and I’m more ex-
cited than ever. A new year, full 
of classes, sporting events, and 
“progressive” student triumphs, 
such as last semester when some 
of our campus’ 
‘brightest students’ 
complained about a 
monument dedicated 
to the African-Amer-
ican slaves who built 
the university. Yeah, 
that really happened. 
Or when students 
shut down Frank-
lin Street to protest 
House Bill 2, despite 
the fact that the 
people whose move-
ment was impeded 
on Franklin Street 
had nothing to do with the bill’s 
passage. Heck, if anything, store 
owners in Chapel Hill were prob-
ably against the bill, too. And 
who could forget last year when 
progressive students proved that 
Ben Shapiro was close-minded 
by…walking out so they didn’t 
have to hear his point of view? 
Not sure what the logic was 
there, but anyway, mission ac-
complished for them. Unfortu-
nately, that sort of logic—or lack 
thereof—is pervasive among 
progressive college students. 

Now, before I go any further I 
should say that there are a good 
number of conservatives and 
even some level-headed liberals 
on campus. Not every, and maybe 
not even a majority, of students 
belong to the club of craziness 

The Conservative Provocateur

that is the Far-Left. Unfortunate-
ly, from the occasional protest 
to the routine lunacy found on 
the opinion page of The Daily 
Tar Heel, the normal voices are 
drowned out by louder and more 
extreme ones. 

Progressive students attempt 
to silence or vilify their opposi-
tion, creating a world in which 
they don’t have to leave their 
comfort zones. A world in which 
everyone agrees with them. What 
a dull world that would be. An 
unfortunate side effect of their 
inane quest for comfort is its 
effect on their opposition—con-
servatives. When faced with 
the openly hateful and divisive 
progressives, it’s tempting to 
respond by doing whatever you 
can to “trigger” them. And a lot 
of conservatives do just that. 
Milo Yiannopoulos has taken 
this approach and, to his credit, 
gets a lot of attention for it. It 
may be a lot easier—and more 
fun—to send the Social Justice 
Warriors scurrying to their safe 
spaces than to attempt to reason 

with them, but in the long-term 
this strategy fails. You don’t win 
any minds, you give a bad name 
to conservatism, and ultimately, 
though ideologically  opposed, 
you become like the SJWs as 
you choose hateful rhetoric over 
substance. And even if you have 
something substantial to offer to 
the conversation, the divisive-
ness of your past words will 
distract from it.

While civil discourse isn’t 
strictly a conservative concept, 
more and more frequently over 
the years it’s fallen to conserva-
tives to defend it. If conserva-
tives give up on the notion of 
civil discourse it will fall by 
the wayside and the behavior of 
Donald Trump and SJWs will 
become the norm. 

The fact is, adopting the battle 
plan of the alt-right probably 
does more damage to the con-
servative cause than anything a 
liberal could hope to accomplish. 
This is even more true now, with 
Trump giving the conservative 
movement a bad name every time 
he opens his mouth. George W. 
Bush, on the other hand, did an 
excellent job of promoting con-
servatism. Agree or disagree with 
him, Bush’s “conservative with a 
conscience” is precisely what we 
as conservatives are supposed to 
be. Not hateful, not bigoted, not 
reactionary, but calm, proper, and 
caring. We are supposed to stand 
for civil discourse, for engaging 
in actual conversation instead of 
entering a shouting match. It is 
the only way to bring our ideo-
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logical opposites into the fold.

Many disagree with this ap-
proach, saying it is tantamount 
to allowing leftists to roll over 
conservatives. However, being 
civil doesn’t mean we have to 
sit and take the abuse. Rather, 
we should show the fundamen-
tal flaws in modern liberalism 
in a logical and polite manner. 

Socrates set a good example for 
conservatives to follow. He was 
the self-described gadfly of Ath-
ens, biting and annoying the city, 
provoking it into action instead 
of allowing it to fall into medioc-
rity. And he triggered the ancient 
Athenians by questioning and ul-
timately disproving many of their 

ideas. But Socrates’ method of 
provocation was vastly different 
from Milo’s. He engaged people 
in conversation. He talked them 
through the issues, listening to all 
points of view and bringing them 
to a logical conclusion. In doing 
so he, and his interlocutors, could 
separate the correct view from all 
the wrong ones.  

Like Socrates was with Athens, 
we can be the gadfly, provoking 
so that Carolina can be the best 
school that it can be, a truly open 
and diverse environment. We can 
point out the double standards of 
protestors, the narrow minded-
ness of professors, and the silli-
ness of the administration, while 

doing so without name calling, 
micro-aggressions, or safe spac-
es. We can do so politely. When 
you engage in conversation and 
listen to all sides, you can make 
it clear which ideologies and 
ideas are wrong, which is what a 
liberal arts education is ultimate-
ly about. You can actually move 
us closer to finding the truth. And 
you know what? Getting proven 

wrong will annoy the progres-
sives even more than anything 
Milo and Co. could ever say or 
do. CR.




